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Dear Members and Friends of Anacortes Lutheran
Church,
My name is Walt Rice and it was my intention to be
introduced to all of you Sunday, March 15th, as your
Transition Pastor. Unfortunately the advent of the
COVID-19 virus throughout the nation and our
community has changed all that, disrupting many normal
patterns of gathering and worshiping together.
Therefore I would like to use this letter as a means of
introduction.
Here’s a little information about me. I was born in Seattle and raised in the southern part of
that city, graduating from Franklin High School in 1968. I received my undergraduate
education first at Concordia Jr. College in Portland, OR and then Concordia Sr. College in
Fort Wayne, IN. It was in Fort Wayne that I met my future wife, Colleen, who was a student
at the Lutheran School of Nursing. We were married in 1973, during my first year of
seminary work.
It was a time of turmoil and conflict within the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod when I
began seminary in St. Louis. During my first year the seminary was split by that conflict and I
finally received my MDiv from Concorida Seminary-in-Exile (nicknamed “Seminex”) and was
eventually ordained into the Lutheran Church in America or LCA (for those who understand
the Lutheran denominational alphabet soup).
I have served five congregations during my ministry; congregations in Washington, Oregon
and Idaho. I am familiar with this area having served Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
Sedro-Woolley for 13 years, and purchasing a house in Mt. Vernon. Following my time in
Skagit County I spent seven years at a congregation in Enumclaw, and retired from there last
April. At that time we returned to our Mt. Vernon home.
Continued on the next page...
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I have two adult children, Nathan and Rachel. Nathan and is fiancée Hannah live in Tacoma,
WA, and Rachel is currently living with us.
Your council has voted to receive me as your Transition Pastor during your vacancy, ¾ time
position.
A Transition Pastor is one who will carry on regular pastoral functions such as preaching and
presiding at worship, teaching, visiting and providing regular pastoral care. I will be carrying
out such duties along with Pastor Deborah. In addition I will be walking along side of you and
providing guidance as you engage in the work of transition, moving toward the time in the
near future when you will call a long term pastor.
Reflecting on what it means to be a Transition Pastor in your midst I struck upon the image of
an outfitter. While serving at a congregation in Caldwell, ID, I joined the men’s group on a
Steelhead fishing trip on the Salmon River. We spent a couple of days on a jet boat captained
by an outfitter. The outfitter wasn’t our leader. He didn’t order us around or do the fishing.
He helped us to fish better and he knew how to navigate the waters. He was the one who
would help us bait our hooks and lead us to the best fishing spots. I see that as an analogy of
my role amongst you. I will not dictate what you must do. I will outline for you the
procedure and walk with you as you move through the process. I am not here to tell you
what pastor you must call, but I will try to answer any questions you might have in order to
clarify how that is done.
We are currently in uncharted waters since many of the usual ways churches go through
transition involve meeting together in groups and as a congregation. With the help of the
Bishop and the Synod we will work through what all that means in this time of upheaval.
However one of the consistent aspects of all transitions and eventual call processes is to be
grounded in prayer. This we will do as we pray for one another, for Anacortes Lutheran, for
your congregational leaders, and for guidance in our journey together.
I look forward to being among you, and I pray that our gracious God would keep us safe and
grant us wisdom both in tumultuous times nationally and in the adventure of transitioning as a
congregation.
Grace and Peace in the name of Jesus,
Pastor Walt Rice

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter

2

April 2020

If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.

1 Corinthians 12:26a, The New

Testament for Everyone copyright © Nicholas Thomas Wright 2011

This year’s season of Lent is unlike any one we have experienced before. Instead of gathering on both Sunday
and Wednesday for worship and fellowship, we have been told to ‘Stay Home and Stay Healthy’ and so all gatherings at church have been cancelled. This is truly a uniquely dangerous and frightening time.
One of the greatest strengths of our church community is our spirit of hospitality. We love to gather for a meal
or study or to quilt—all opportunities for conversation, for sharing concerns and joys. We enjoy making visitors
feel at home. We actively care for shut-ins and those who may need a helping hand. But, in the current situation we can’t do what we usually do for people who are ill or experiencing trouble in some way. In the current
situation we can’t get together at all, and that is hard.
We are a community that has taken to heart what St. Paul said in 1 Corinthians, ‘If one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it,’ therefore we have taken the necessary precaution of staying away from church, away
from one another, so that as few people as possible will fall ill with the virus. The term ‘social distancing’ doesn’t
describe how we approach the situation; ‘physical distancing’ is a more apt term. We just can’t stop loving and
caring for our sisters and brothers, those in our congregation and those in our families and wider neighborhood.
How to stay connected while apart is a challenge. Your staff, pastors, and congregational leaders have been
working diligently to figure this out. It has been quite an introduction to ministry with us for our Transition Pastor, Walt Rice! We are grateful for his presence among us.
What are some of the ways we are keeping in touch? We are setting up a telephone check-in ministry so that
every member will be contacted as often as they like for as long as necessary. Worship services are recorded and
posted on our website, and on our Facebook page too. We will continue to put these services together even
when each participant will have to record their portion separately at home. Meetings will happen via Zoom.
Who knows what other ways of getting together we will come up with?
As followers of Jesus, we are called especially for a time like this, and so the work of the church will not stop
whether we are physically together or not. Our active care for one another will not stop whether we are physically together or not. Our fervent prayers for protection and healing will not stop, any more than God’s love for us
will ever stop.
Just as we know the season of Lent will become the season of resurrection, we know that this time of trial will
come to an end and we will again gather around the table for the Holy Meal and we will be able to shake hands
and hug and enjoy being together again. In the meantime, with God’s help, we will persevere, and we will continue to share God’s unconditional, healing love in our homes, in our neighborhood and beyond.
Blessings and peace be with you all.
Pastor Deborah
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From the Treasurer • Lane Phelan, Treasurer
From the Treasurer….
Needed weekly to meet our 2020 budget $7,400. Average through week 6 (March 8) is $6,774. Executive Board met
and it is our desire to pay all employees regular salaries through the end of April, whether or not we have church or
preschool.
We ask you to continue your offerings as you are able.
3 ways to give:
Mail your offering envelopes or checks to the church office, 2100 “O” Ave, Anacortes, WA 98221
E-giving . Download the Give+ app from the app store.
Text 360-328-7521
Enter amount you wish to give. Press send
Follow directions to register and enter payment info.
You will receive verification
You can make one time or recurring gifts
Simply Giving Program
We have included an Authorization Form in this newsletter. This is a direct giving plan from your savings or
checking account. We have members using this already. These gifts are recorded and reflect on your
statement.
To keep this confidential, you may fill out form and mail to the church with attention to LINDA MILLO,
our financial secretary.
She will pass these forms on to Simply Giving for processing. You may fill out a new form anytime you wish
to make changes.
Blessings to all during these uncertain weeks, Lane Phelan

Property Update • Carpet in the Fellowship Hall
Many of you may know that the Fellowship Hall has been given a new, noise reducing facelift with stain-disguising, patterned, easily maintained and replaceable carpet tiles. Thank You to the generous benefactor for their gracious gift.
And THANK YOU to all those who donated their time and talents with the old tile removal, wall repair/painting,
floor prep for the new carpet tiles, refinishing and replacement of the baseboards, and replacement of all of the furniture.
All the volunteer work came to nearly 100 hours of labor!
NOW! In order to continue enjoying the benefits of this newly carpeted area for many years, we need to follow
some specific Manufacturer’s Guidelines. The carpet is manufactured with stain inhibiters. PLEASE do NOT treat any
spill with anything, at any time, other than clean water – not even soapy water. To maintain our warranty, a specific
process of cleaning the new carpet MUST be used. There will be a clip board hanging in the kitchen to make note of
any spill, type and location, for our Janitorial Staff.
Thank You all again. If you have any questions, please contact Les Olsen, Properties.
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Sunday School’s News

Coming Events:
Palm Sunday: April 5th

As promised in last months newsletter, here is a
report on the ever fantastic “Winter Carnival.” We
had a great time. Hope you didn’t miss it. There
was fishing in the fishing well for the little ones, gigantic, and loud, Jenga blocks, football toss, cornhole,

The children will be participating in the Palm Sunday
frond procession at the beginning of each service.
There will be Sunday school.

The ever popular cookie decorating table, and the
piece de-resistance: Paul’s infamous catapult. The
cake walk went over pretty well also. We had a
large number of donated baked items ( thank you
very much to our congregation) that all seemed to
disappear as the cake walk music went on and on. I
think the only thing that didn’t get picked was my
very own, famous, mock apple pie - made with Ritz
crackers. The men’s Tuesday bible study group had
to suffer through that one. The catapult was a lot of
fun for the kids. One or two kids manned the catapult while several others stood down range hoping
to catch the non-leathal projectiles. The interesting
thing was the discovery of some of the exceptional
athletic abilities of our youngsters. A great big huge
thank you goes out to Stacey Pestar and her kiddles
for ramroding this event. Stacey had everything
running smoothly. And we even cleaned up afterwards.

Easter:

We will, once again, be having our Easter Piñata and
an Easter egg hunt for the children between services.
There will be no Sunday school on Easter Sunday.

Vacation Bible School:

We are moving forward with the preparations for the
2020 VBS. Reserve the date July 20 through July 23
on your calendars for this great community event.
The Education Committee has purchased the program and we are planning to have a VBS planning
committee meeting in April. Be watching for our announcements regarding this meeting. Once again, it
will be an exciting time. We hope you will all be in
on the fun. Kendra Kennedy is leading the charge
into summer and it is my hope that you will be lining
up, along with me, to give her a helping hand. This
event is very important to our church and to our
community. Let’s make it a homerun.

As I write this article, the church is temporarily
shut down due to the COVID-19 scare. We are
not having Sunday school during the last three Sundays of March. When you read this article, hopefully we will be having Church on the 5th. If we do,
there will be Sunday school, and we will have the
Frond parade. See the Coming events note that follows:
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Women’s Bible Study Circles
2nd Tuesday of the month, March 10

Prayer Time - You are in Our Prayers!

Hannah Circle – 10:00 am
Location:
Leader:
Hostess:

Tuesdays BY PHONE
Join these members of the congregation as they pray
for the people on the prayer list and prayer chain.

Ruth Circle - 10:00 am

If you feel a call to join them or would like more
information contact Peggy White 360-299-1184

Location:
Leader:
Hostess:

If you have a Prayer Request for the “Prayer Chain”
(confidential) or an update for the “Prayer List”
(printed in the Sunday Scoop) please call the church
office 360-293-9586
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Conference room #3
Carol Olsen
DeAnna Claus & Nancy Fowler
ALC Conference Room 1
All Members
All Members

Anna Circle - 6:30 pm
Location:
Leader:
Hostess:
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LWR Knitting News - Linda Anderson

Sewing Circles - Faith Legan & Julia Rogers

Monday, March 16th
In Conference room #1
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm

We are Serving the LORD with Gladness ~ This is the Day
that the LORD has made we will rejoice & be glad in it.
We are working towards our next shipment, getting
quilts ready and gathering items for our Health Care
Kits, Baby Care Kits & Fabric Kits.

Our church ships about 100-150 layette sets,
each 6 month period to Lutheran World Relief.
One sweater/hat set goes in each layette.

Please keep us in mind when you are out shopping.
We Need:
 SOAP - Lever 2000, Irish Spring, Dial, Ivory
& Dove (3.5-4.0 Bath Size)
 TOWELS - Bath & Hand-New or slightly used
Dark colors (NO white)
 FLANNEL - for diapers and receiving blankets
(Flannel sheets are good)
 MATERIAL - for Sewing Kits
 BABY SOCKS - Up to Large
 SLEEPERS & TEE SHIRTS - Up to 18 months

SPRING Shipment GOAL is:

Hats - 50-75
Sweaters - 50-75
Sweater/hat sets - 70-100

As of now we have COMPLETED:
Hat - 6
Sweaters - 6
Sweater/hat sets - 66

We use a fun, one piece sweater pattern. Beginners
are welcome & teaching is always available.

Thank you for all you do for us & for the people who
receive what we send.
~ Faith & Julia

I Hope to see you there
~ Linda Anderson, 360-588-1730

~Everyone is Welcome to join us~
We have great Fellowship

Knitting Day

March Sewing Days

March 16 at 1:00 pm
In church conference room #1

Tuesdays, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
March 3rd, 17th, 24th & 31st

OUTREACH for Anacortes Family Center
The Women of Anacortes Lutheran Church (WELCA) have received approval from Council to Collect items
needed by the Family Center during the Month of March.
Boxes will be in the Narthex on Sundays & Wednesdays during Lent to collect:
SHAMPOO,
LAUNDRY SOAP PODS,
TOILET PAPER &
PAPER TOWELS

Thank you for your donations and kindness.
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Sunday School News - Dave White / Children’s Ministry

Easter: April 12th

COMING EVENTS:

We will, once again, be having our Easter Piñata and an Easter egg hunt for the children between services.
There will NO Sunday school on Easter Sunday.

Vacation Bible School:
It is time for doing the initial planning for the Vacation Bible School this year. We have endeavored to
keep the date the same for the past three years to allow our parents to make their summer plans in advance.
Hence, the date for VBS 2020 is July 20 through July 23. The Education Committee has been in discussion
regarding the theme and we have made a choice but have not purchased the program as yet. Be watching
for our announcements regarding volunteer requirements. Once again, it will be an exciting time. We hope
you will all be in on the fun. Plan to be there this summer.
Dave White, Children’s Ministry Director
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Welcome to Our 2020 Church Council

Happy April Birthday to You!
1 Egil Pederson

14 Kyle Fosso

1 Breann Morgenthaler

15 Jordan Amspacher

2 Griffin Hrovat

17 George Rockwood

2 Kaleo Smith

18 Inez Pedersen

3 Michael Painter

18 Harlan Eggleston

3 Isabelle Thomas

19 Agnes Wicknick

4 Jennifer Elling

20 Diane Berglund

4 Dale Geffe

20 Brenda Harter

5 Daniel Richards

20 Malena Baker

7 Micah Spehar

22 David Verrall

8 Klaus Schoebel

23 Alice Piper

8 Ginny Connelly

24 Roselyn Payne

8 Joey Piper

24 Dorothy Engom

8 Kaelan Tornga

24 Scott Soes

9 Bette Sweitzer

25 Johanna Anderson

9 Joseph Faulkner

25 Conor Powell

11 Rexanne Graham

25 Alex Carroll

12 Esther Chang

25 Mahayla Thomas

13 Steve Anderson

26 Rachel Franulovich

13 Kathy Khile

27 Lauren Long

13 Treva King

29 Blake Tornga

13 Aaron Dunnington

29 Rachel Nelson

13 Kevin Kennedy

29 Anna Berentson

13 Riverlyn Wagner

30 Colleen Kenimond

President •
President –Elect •
Treasurer •
Secretary •
Education •
Youth •
Fellowship •
Outreach •
Personnel •
Preschool •
Properties •
Stewardship •
Worship •
WELCA •
Josephine Del •
Lutherwood Rep •
ELCA Synod Rep •

Dave & Peggy White

6
6
6

Robert & Lorna Higgins
Al & Judy Littlefield
Egil & Inez Pedersen

9
13
17
20
23
24

Dan & Kathy Khile
Jerry & Gail Bongard
Randy & Lynn Arendse
Tim & Anne Hofferth
Earl & Diane Gibbons
Chris & Rachel Franulovich

27

Bob & Anne Barry

27

Tom & Yvonne Paul
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Lane Phelan
Melanie Sahnow
Kendra Kennedy
Ginny Connelly
Kathy Khile
Steve Richards
Jo Rockwood
Les Olsen
David Bjornson
Jeaneen Brogan & Linda Walker
Jerry Bongard & Grace Boggio
Jim Fors
Pastor Butler & Linda Millo

Congregational Mission Statement:
To Proclaim the Gospel
through Word and Deed.

March - Sunday Worship Attendance
Date
1
8
15
22
29

April—Wedding Anniversary!
2

Bill LeDuc

9:00

Nursery

10:30

Nursery

Total

Closed due to COVID-19
140 views online at print.

February
Pastoral Acts
Pastor Deborah Butler

Memorial
Saturday, February 15, 2020

Stanley Lee Remmerden
April 5, 1931 - February 4, 2020
9
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