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Let your FAITH 
   be bigger than your FEARS 

Anacortes Lutheran Church  

May 2020 Newsletter 
Reflections from Pastor Walter Rice  
 

Is there anything like a Black Market Barber?   

I asked that question, only somewhat in jest.  I have calculated by the time social distancing guidelines are    

lifted I³m going to look like someone who recently escaped from the ²60³s.  My hair continues to grow and  

I³m looking a little scruffier each passing day. 

When I put that question to some family members and friends I was told a stylist or barber who violates the 

current guidelines would be in jeopardy of losing their license.  I concluded it was best to allow my locks to 

flourish and just wait this thing out. 

But it occurs to me, if my biggest concern is the appearance of my hair, then I am indeed one of the fortunate 

ones in this pandemic.  While I frown at the image staring back at me in the mirror and bemoan this inconvenience, 

others are struggling for their lives in ICU units around the nation while many on the global level don³t even 

have access to lifesaving medical attention.  Doctors, Nurses, EMT³s and others are putting their very lives at 

risk as they deal with the staggering numbers of those in need of emergency care amidst dwindling resources.  

Others are grieving for love ones while being unable to adequately mourn at funeral services.  Many small 

businesses are at the brink or over the edge, while families wonder if they will still have a job or housing or 

food.  Statistics show domestic abuse is on the rise. 

We all know things are bad for millions.  My inconvenience doesn³t begin to approach the level of loss and 

pain many are experiencing. 

This pandemic has kept me from personally meeting many of you.  I³ve tried to remedy that with phone calls 

and Zoom meetings, encounters I³ve truly enjoyed, but it³s just not the same as greeting someone in person 

or sitting across from them during a home visit.  We on the church staff and in congregational leadership are 

aware some of you are enduring a great share of suffering from which others have been mostly spared.  In our 

prayers we ask for wisdom and for God to come to you with healing, strength and hope. 

Christians struggle with the question, ´How can we be the church at a time like this?³  Obviously worship and 

pastoral care are taking on new forms.  Yet it³s important to remember you are the church.  So pray for our 

country and our world.  Pray for those in government who make difficult decisions when all options have 

crushing downsides.  Pray for those at risk who provide medical care and other essential services.  And look 

out for your family and neighbors.  If you know of someone in the congregation who is in special need, let   

us know.  Continue to make those phone calls to others, just to bolster them with a familiar voice.  Thank 

God for loving hearts. 

I hope to see you soon on the other side of this crisis.  My hair might be a bit too long, but I can live with 

that.  To the best of our ability let³s be God³s presence for those who need so much more. 

  Grace and Peace,  Walt 
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Home Communion  
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                       ɂ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× υόȡφτ ɉ#%6) 

It has been over a month since we have been together.  At first there wasn³t any clear directive on what 

steps to take to keep everyone safe from the coronavirus, so staff and congregational leaders had to make 

decisions on whether to gather or not based on what information we had at the time, and our concern about 

protecting everyone, especially those who would be most at risk.  In the meantime, we³ve been adjusting to a 

new ²normal³ where we physically distance from one another as we observe our state³s ²Stay Home, Stay 

Healthy³ order.   

It³s been over a month since we have been together ¦ but although it may be true that we have not been 

physically together, we have remained connected through email, Zoom, our ALC website, Facebook, tele-

phone, and even through the medium of the US Postal Service. 

Your pastors, music director Laurie Julius-Carver, resident filmmaker Rebecca Eggleston, with support from 

several additional volunteers have worked diligently to provide the best online worship experience we can.  

It has been a learning experience, and along the way we have begun to include Holy Communion in our 

online Sunday worship service.  Many of you have expressed gratitude for these offerings, reflecting our deep 

need for community with God and one another.   

Matthew 18:20 assures us of God³s presence with us when and wherever we gather, which we now can see 

includes ²virtual³ gathering.  Hearing familiar voices, seeing familiar faces, and knowing our ALC family 

members are with us has given us all a comforting sense of connection in this time of separation. 

We received the photo below which shows how one of our members has created a special sacred space for 

worship.  This attention to the creation of a kind of sanctuary outside the church building demonstrates the 

power and presence of the Spirit of the risen Christ who gathers us together, who is present in our midst, 

who connects us with one another in unity through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

It may have been a month since we have been together 

in our beautiful sanctuary, but we have been, and will 

continue to be together in prayer, in worship, and in 

companionship, whether by mail or phone or email or 

website or Facebook or YouTube.  With the support of 

our church family and the abiding presence of our God, 

we will get through this time of trouble and find the 

bond of love for God and neighbor has grown stronger. 

May the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all, now and always.    

  Pastor Deborah 

From Pastor Deborah Butler  
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Join these members of the congregation as they pray 

for the people on the Prayer Chain & Prayer List.  
 

Every Tuesday BY PHONE at 1 pm  

Or if you can³t join by phone Pray from where 

you are.   If you feel a call to join them or would 

like more information contact Peggy 360-299-1184 
 

If you have a PRAYER REQUEST  for the  

´Prayer Chainµ (confidential) or to update the 

´Prayer Listµ (printed in the Sunday Scoop &  

published on the ALC Website Prayer Page) please 

call the church office 360-293-9586 

Prayer Time -  The Power of Prayer!  

Anacortes Lutheran Church staff have been recording church services and uploading them to our Website 

and links to our Facebook page.   

Anyone wonder how all this is done?   So did we for the first few weeks!   

We have had a team of people working behind the scenes to make this happen!  We have been recording in 

the sanctuary, in our homes and in our offices.  Music has been recorded on smart phones and cameras and 

shared to computers and flash drives.   

We have been busy!   But how does this really work?    

Pastor Butler and Pastor Rice have worked extremely hard to have readings, prayers and sermons completed 

way ahead of the Sunday that they represent.  Becky Eggleston has been a worker bee sent from God to do 

all the recording and ´uploadingµ to the internet.  Pastors Deborah and Walt and Rebecca (and sometimes 

Laurie) would meet and record two or more services at a time.  Becky then worked her ́ magicµ and finalized 

the recordings, inserted music and pictures.  The final product that you see online has been such a learning 

curve for us all!   

Thank you to everyone involved in this online ministry:  

Pastor Butler 

Pastor Rice 

Becky Eggleston 

Laurie Julius-Carver 

Harlan Eggleston · for singing and running flash drives up and down the hill between his house & Laurie³s house 

Michael Hanrahan · for recording 

Jacob Carver · for video and editing 

Jim Carver · for running the sound system 

Dana McCoy · for your beautiful music 

Chris Long X 3 · for your beautiful voice and trumpet X 3 

John Parker · for your beautiful voice 

Anita, Kenny and David Holzemer · for your beautiful voices and violin & guitar music 

Ruth and Mark Backlund · for your beautiful voices and piano music 
 

Please forgive me if I have forgotten anyone!   

    Laurie Julius-Carver; Director of Music & Choir 

ALC Online Worship Services - www.anacorteslutheran.org  

By Visiting our Website: 

www.anacorteslutheran.org   

Or see what³s up on our Facebook page. 

Meet us for Worship Online  

We now have a Secure Mailbox located outside of 

the church office.  You can drop your offerings off  

anytime that is convenient for you. (Thank you to  

those who have continued your giving during this time.) 
 

We are in the process of setting up ́Giving Online µ  

on our website . Fingers crossed it is working by the 

time you receive this newsletter.  

More Giving Options  
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Sewing Circles - Faith & Julia  

This is the day that the Lord has made we will rejoice 

and be glad in it. This the day, This is the day that the 

Lord has made. 
 

We are Praying everyone is doing Great. As for now

we wont be sewing for awhile yet. We need to see  

how things will work out.  We are looking forward   

to our time together again. If you have project that   

you are sewing on we will all bring them to our first 

sewing day back. 
 

Thank You for all you do for each other at this time. 

We will  get  though  this  with  Gods  help.  

Gods Blessing to everyone. 

                  Faith Legan and Julia Rogers  

There will NOT be a Spring shipment due 

to current circumstances.  

FALL Shipment GOAL is: 

Hats - 100-150 

Sweaters - 100-150 

Sweater/hat sets - 140-200 

¦.One sweater/hat set goes in each layette.  

As of now we have COMPLETED: 

 Hat - 6 

 Sweaters - 6 

 Sweater/hat sets - 66 
 

We will update our counts when we meet again, 

hopefully real soon.  
  

I have more yarn if you need any. We can meet 

at my house or in the church parking lot, please give 

me a call. 
 

I hope everyone is staying healthy. It will feel good to 

knit together again. See you soon.       

    ~ Linda Anderson, 360-588-1730 

LWR Knitting News -  Linda  

ALL Events Are Still Canceled                      

We look forward to getting Together in the Future.  
 

Spring cleaning?   

Dread the dusting chore...this poem is for you. 
   

 Color Me Monotonous  

If dust were only pink and green 

       instead of ugly gray. 

Then one by rearranging it 

       could brighten up the day. 

If footprints on the kitchen floor 

       on pastel shades were laid, 

No mother would object at all 

       to artful patterns made. 

Fingerprints in lemon yellow, 

       bathtub rings in peach so mellow. 

Muddy boots in bright cerulean, 

       banisters marked in vermillion. 

Housework would seem less a chore 

       if only dirt were less a bore. 

                                      Ruthann Williams 
 

Looking for a fun thing to do:  

Game night with your friends or family.                       

Play Pictionary ̧  it is always good for a few laughs.   
   

Stay healthy and happy!  
Please call Julie if you have questions 

 

The current edition of ´Christ in Our Homeµ  

devotional booklets are here.  

Pick one up for yourself and friend or neighbor.  
 

They will be in a basket outside of the church office 

entrance from 9 am -1:30 pm, Monday - Friday . 

Christ in Our Home Devotionals  

Sunday, May 10th 


