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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SCOTT                                      Anacortes Lutheran Church - March 2023 Newsletter 

Is there something different you do during the season of Lent to set it apart. Historically Lent was a season 
for the catechumenate to prepare for their baptism during the Easter Vigil gathering. It was a season of 
study, prayer, spiritual discipline, fasting, and other practices that deepened faith and faith community par-
ticipation. As the practice of infant baptism became the norm, the season of Lent changed a bit. Probably the 
most familiar part of Lent is the act of “giving something up” and then like New Year’s Resolutions see how 
long we can keep it going. It is in some way a sense of ‘fasting’. Some people I have known have given up 
things like: Brussels sprouts, liver and onions, or even limburger cheese (I don’t know how they made it!) 
Some have given up things that may be a little more difficult, like: chocolate, dessert, candy, cursing, or even 
hamburgers. I have prided myself on giving up giving things up, but then I realized that I failed in that one 
from the very beginning. 

Isaiah 58:6 reads, “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?” (NRSV) What if we spent time in Lent to work 
toward justice. Of course, we may have differing opinion of what that exactly means, but I do think we can 
agree that justice is a good thing. We work to help one another be the best we can be, to dismantle obstruc-
tions that may hinder, and to remember that we all are better off when each of us has enough. When we put 
our effort toward those endeavors that we are gifted for and passionate about, we create energy that is then 
freed for creative purposes. Life as a community in this way almost creates something like a perpetual mo-
tion machine as the community is strengthened by the energy that comes from us working together in the 
same direction. 

Like the Isaiah text mentions, sometimes it is in “loosing” that we find the freedom to really stretch into a 
new reality. We “undo the thongs” that hold us back and we move forward with the love of God filling us that 
we may overflow that love into the world. And we move forward with each person living who they are in the 
midst of the community, we celebrate difference and realize that it spices up our life together. Like a patch-
work quilt, all the pieces come together so that it may wrap around in an embrace of love from those who 
created it. 

May this Lent be a time not of burden, but one of renewal in our lives of faith and our relationships with God 
and with one another. 

Fasting on renewal, 
Pastor Scott 

A SEASON OF RENEWAL 
 

* * * 
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Week Date Church Group - Setup & Soup Coordinated by Clean-Up  

Lent 1 March 1 Pre-School Maggie Santos     (425) 246-3084 Sign Up 

Lent 2 March 8 Worship / Choir Dave Bjornson      (360) 790-7346 Sign Up 

Lent 3 March 15 Church Council John Parker          (360) 424-2302 Ushers 

Lent 4 March 22 Scouts Chris Anderson     (360) 770-2053 Scouts 

Lent 5 March 29 Congregation—Sign up Dave Bjornson      (360) 790-7346 Sign Up 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday Soup Suppers - 5:30 pm 

Worship service - 6:30 pm 
 

A Fellowship gift we share with one another. A simple meal of soup and bread.   

Please, Sign up at the Opportunity desk or contact the coordinator to bring soup or cleanup. 
 

Soup & Setup group arrive at 4:30 pm / Cleanup people arrive at 6:15 pm 

A SEASON OF RENEWAL 

EASTER FLOWERS - In memory or honor of loved ones 

Altar Guild will be purchasing flowering plants to adorn the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 9.  
 

Starting March 5th - Forms & Envelopes will be available  
at the Opportunity Desk & on the Bulletin Board by the church office 

 

If you wish to purchase a plant in memory or in honor of someone, place your completed 
form with money (in the attached envelope) in the offering plate on Sunday or bring it to  

the office by Sunday, April 2 / Each plant costs $15.  

PALM SUNDAY - Service April 2 at 10:00 am   

All Children are invited to line up for the Palm Processional. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY -  Service April 6 at 7:00 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY - Service April 7 at 7:00 pm  

EASTER SUNDAY - Service April 9 at 10:00 am 

HOLY WEEK  OUTSIDE EASTER FLOWER CROSS 

On Easter morning please bring any fresh cut spring 
flowers like daffodils, tulips etc. from your yard or the 
store to put on the flowering cross outside the church. 
The free standing seven foot cross is covered with 
chicken wire so you may place your flowers on it as  
you come in for Easter worship.   
 

Take a photo in front of it and send it to our email so 
we can post them on our Website. We’d love to see 
your beautiful faces.  

Let's join together in using the Lenten Devotional  "Trust in the Lord"  
to share in community study through the season.   

Pick up your copy on the Welcome desk in the Narthex. 
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This is another highlight of Family Sunday 
and is to be designated for a youth activity.  
 

What great lessons learned about tithing and saving?  
WOW…what a family of givers in our congregation.  
Thank you all!  

So save your change for the next  
NOISY OFFERING — SUNDAY, MARCH 5  

NOISY OFFERINGS - 1st Sunday of the month 

FAMILY SUNDAY - 1st Sunday of the month 

The first Sunday of the month is Family Sunday where 
children are encouraged to assist in the  
Worship service.  
 

You can sign up at our Opportunity Desk for future 
months in the year  
 

We are looking for the following support in service  

• Entry Greeter (2) 

• Welcome Desk Greeter (1): 

• Usher (2)  

• Acolyte (2) 

• Reading (1-2)  

• Communion Assts:  (+1)  

• Noisy Offering Attendant (2) 

• Personal talent of instrumental/poetry reading 

• Fellowship Treats  

• Assist serving/clean up with fellowship hour.  
 

To encourage active listening with children during the 
service 5 words are chosen by the Sunday schoolers to be 
used in the Pastors sermon. 
 

Thank you for allowing us to support your children's 
growth in their faith in our Lord.  

PRAISE SUNDAY - 1st Sunday of the month 

We will be singing contemporary Christian Music  
the 1st Sunday of the month.  
 

Led by the Praise Team: Matt Kerschbaum, Dana McCoy, 
& Kenny Holzemer with our lead singer Rock star himself, 
Pastor Scott Peterson.  

1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 - 5 PM 

UFO Dinner 
Uplifting Families Overtly 

 

NEEDED: 12 Hosts   
 Hosts will host a table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

RESPONSIBLE FOR:  9 X 12 main dish  
Such as Spaghetti, Mac & Cheese, Lasagna,  
Meatballs, Chicken casserole.  
* Church will supply salad, rolls and dessert.  

 

YOU WILL BE GIVEN: the name of a family to call and   
personally invite to your table. 
 

Sign up with Lane Phelan: 360-320-0798 or  
paulandlane@comcast.net 

UFO DINNER—FELLOWSHIP 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 9 AM  

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS   
(Grades 6-8) In conference room #2  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 (Grades K-5th) in Sunday School rms 

 

ADULT ED CLASSES  
(Adults & High School teens) in Fellowship Hall 
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SEWING NEWS - Come & Join Us! 

SEWING DAYS—TUESDAYS 

 MARCH 7, 21 & 28 

 Starting at 9 am till 2 pm  
 in the Fellowship Hall 

 Bring a lunch and stay. 
 

For Baby Kits we are in need of:  
• Soap—4 oz bars Ivory or Dove 
• Sleepers—up to 18 months size 
• Bath and Hand towels - dark colors 
• Baby Socks 
• Flannel 
• Combs -Big ones 
 

If anyone has extra material it can be donated to the 
church. We use it for the Quilts.  
We would love to have new women come & join us. 
We have lots of fun! 
 

We are not shipping this spring because of gas cost but 
we will be shipping in the Fall.  
 

Serving in Christ,   
 Julia Rogers  360-293-4232 

 

NEXT MEETING—MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2023 

Please call me to get yarn between meetings and  
to give your sweater counts, Thanks.  
 

Our Year To Date 2023 Totals are: 
               Sweater/hat sets – 47 
               Sweaters – 6 
               Hats – 0 
 

One sweater/hat set goes into each layette set.  
We use a fun one piece sweater pattern.  
Beginners are welcome and teaching is available.  
  

 ~Linda Anderson 360-588-1730 

 Lutheran World Relief  KNITTING NEWS 

Is there someone from church you have not seen 
or spoken to in a while? 
 

How about give them a call. 
Send them a card, or a text.  
Reach out and say Hello!  

CARE TEAM 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 - 9 am in Fellowship Hall  
People are invited to join together to discuss 
projects needing work in & around our church. 

 PROPERTY WORK PARTY 

 MEN’S Thursday BIBLE STUDY 

 EVERY THURSDAY MORNING at 7:00 am  
 In conference room #1 

   Led by Boyd Veer 

MEET TUESDAY, March 14  

Hannah - in conference rm #2 at 10:00 am 
 Led by: Linda Walker 928-963-3879 
 

Ruth Circle - in conference rm #1 at 10:00 am 
 Led by: Helene Fink 293-630-7544 
 

Anna Circle - in conference rm #1 at 4:00 pm 
 Led by: Nancy Loftis 360-333-8111 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY CIRCLES 

PASTOR’S THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY  

 On Hiatus during Lent 

MONDAY, MARCH 27 at 10:30 am  
in Conference room 2 

ALTAR GUILD MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 9 at 6:30 pm  
in Conference room 2 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

JOIN US FOR FUN AND FELLOWSHIP!  
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10 at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Special Guest Speaker:  

BRUCE ROLFE  
Author of “Chip Hale Handyman Mystery Series” 

 

Come learn of the mighty faith that Bruce had in his goal 
to be a published author after writing 6 novels. Success 
now with 3 mystery books and more being published. 
 

Delicious pecan rolls, coffee and tea will be served. 
   

If you have any questions, contact Joy Walter 
 

Pease sign up at the Opportunity Desk, call or text the 
host before Wednesday prior to the event. 

 Retirees gathering together for  
Fun, Food & Fellowship 
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Family & Praise Sunday 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
3rd Sunday in Lent 4th Sunday in Lent 5th Sunday in Lent 

Dates:  5 12 19 26 

Readings 

Matthew 20:1-16 
Psalm 16:5-8 

Matthew 22:1-14 
Psalm 45:6-7 

Matthew 25:1-13 or 
Matthew 25:14-30 
Psalm 43:3-4 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Psalm 98:7-9 

Greeters    The Swanson Family 

Ushers Names were not available at time of printing 

Reader      Anne Barry      Don Devine  

Acolytes 
1.  
2. 

1. 
2. 

1.  
2. 

1. 
2. 

Communion  
Assistants 

1.   
2.   

1.  Anne Barry 
2. 

1.  
2. 

1. Marta Swanson 
2. 

Nursery 
1.  
2.   

1.   
2. 

1. 
2. 

1. 
2. 

 Fellowship Hour  —   After Worship everyone is invited to join us for coffee, juice and treats  

Serve & 
Cleanup 

1. John & Kathryn Parker 
2. 

1. 
2. 

1. 
2. 

1. 
2. 

Treats 
1. John & Kathryn Parker 
2. Maury & Helene Fink 

1. Bill & Paddy Sarvis 
2. 

1. 
2. 

1. 
2. 

Sound Team Kenny Holzemer, Pat Carrie Smith, Brian Hanrahan, Matt Kerschbaum, Harlan Eggleston 

Live Stream 
Team 

Pat Carrie Smith, Rebecca Eggleston, Anita Holzemer, Kevin & Kendra Kennedy, Gina Peterson,  
Joseph Pestar, Caden DeAtley 

Altar Guild 
Gunilla Wold, Grace Boggio, Diane Gusa, Norma Knutsen, Paula Olson, Jenny Remmerden,  
Karen Tavalero, Caroline Spehar  

Sundays at 9:00 am - Christian Education Time for Everyone  
Sunday Service at 10:00 am - in person or live stream  

Watch from your home by going to our website at https://www.anacorteslutheran.org & click tab “Online Ministry“ 

MARCH • FAITH AND SERVICE TOGETHER  
To fill in an empty spot sign-up at the Opportunity desk, call / email the office or jump in the day of. Thank you!!! 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE - UPDATE  

I am happy to back in the role of Fellowship Committee Coordinator for our congregation. I am looking forward to 
getting some events on our calendar to bring us all  together for some good times.  
 

I would like to invite you to contact me with your fellowship activity ideas and with your contact information if you  
are interested in being part of the committee itself. 
 

It is our job to make sure many roles are fulfilled each week and it takes a lot of people. I will need a person to help  
coordinate weekly Sunday service tasks for doing greeting, reading, offering communion, bringing snacks for coffee 
hour and being in the kitchen for coffee hour  as a host.  
 

Please send me an email to serve with me on fellowship at gallery@scottmilo.com.   
 

Thank you.  Kathy Khile 

mailto:gallery@scottmilo.com
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PRAY FOR OUR 2023 CHURCH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

President: John Parker Fellowship : Kathy Khile 

Vice-President: Brian Hanrahan Education:   

Secretary:  Anita Holzemer Youth:  

Treasurer:  Lane Phelan Preschool:  Anne Barry 

Stewardship: Donald Devine Properties:   

Outreach:  Dave White Worship:  David Bjornson 

Personnel:  Jeaneen Brogan WELCA :  Lois Cassidy 
    

Josephine Delegate: Jerry Bongard & Bill LeDuc Council Youth rep:  

A list of Prayer Requests for our Congregation can be 
found in the Sunday scoop and on our website under 
“Prayer Page.” Give the gift of prayer by including 
these requests in your daily  prayers each week.  
 

Request or Update a prayer by calling the church  
during office hours at 360-293-9586. Let them know  
if you are hospitalized, ill, or needing their prayers.  
 

Call Peggy at 360-299-1184 for your prayer needs at  
any time, including Prayer Chain, confidential prayer,  
& updates to your prayer request.  
 

As always, Pastor Scott Peterson is available to pray  
with you or for you. 
 

You have a choice for your prayer request to be: 
CONFIDENTIAL – Prayer Chain and Pastor only 
 OR 
PRINTED - Public list in the Sunday Scoop and on the 
website Prayer page. 

PRAYERS - Receive the Gift of Prayer 

MARCH  BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 

01 Marv Wold 06 Dan Khile 17 Tegan Kerr 27 Matthew Kennedy 

02 David Brosten 07 Logan Hanrahan 17 Bonnie Kerschbaum 27 Cami Mavar 

02 Kirsha  Khile 10 Mia McCutcheon 18 Janey Dent 27 Boyd Veer 

03 Robert Atterberry 10 Joseph Pestar Jr 18 Amelia Thomas 28 Chase Bondurant 

03 John Lowrie 11 MacKenzie Corder 19 Malcolm McCutcheon 28 Grace Sullivan 

03 Larry Nelson 11 Knute Fosso 21 Rob Harstad 29 Kim Etlicher 

04 Marcia Berg 12 Ross Atterberry 21 Gunnar Keller 29 Anne Hofferth 

04 Elaine Olsen 12 Judy Holmes 22 Rebecca Claus 29 Natalie Howey 

04 Amber Writer 14 Ruben Anderson-Graves 22 Asher Hrovat 29 Delaney Phelan 

04 Brooke Writer 15 De Wedell 24 Christine O'Leary 30 Jan Vigre 

05 Anita McCoy 17 Mia Kennedy 26 Kyle Kerr 31 Samuel McFarlin 

06 Katherine Collins   26 Owen Ufkes   

Date Events In-Person Live Stream 

1/01 New Years Day 79 86 

1/08 Baptism of Our Lord 126 68 

1/15 2 Epiphany 116 52 

1/22 3 Epiphany 97 106 

1/29 4 Epiphany 115 98 
    

2/05 SCOUT Sunday 118 66 

2/12 Annual Meeting 123 58 

2/19 Transfiguration of Our Lord 100 68 

2/22 Ash Wednesday  
Noon - 26 
7pm - 39 

— 
— 

2/26 1st Sunday in Lent 115 20 

WORSHIP SERVICES - 2023 

MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES! 

  Date    Years  

08 Robert & Sharon Ohm 43 

14 Malcolm & Susan McCutcheon 26 

19 Joseph & Stacey Pestar 22 



Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter                                        7                                                                March 2023 

 

ALC COUNCIL MINUTES – FEBRUARY 9, 2023 

continued on next page 

Attendees: John Parker, Lane Phelan, Jeanette Christensen, Jeaneen Brogan, Pastor Scott, Anne Barry, Anita Holzemer, 
Dave Bjornson, Bill LeDuc, Don DeVine, Dave White, Guest: Pat Carrie Smith 

The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer. January minutes were approved. MSP. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Our new accountant is still getting acquainted with our systems. Lane will remind the congregation 
about donating to LWR for the earthquake disaster. A bulletin insert will be included this Sunday with information on 
how to help relief efforts. Our heating bill has gone way up due to an increase in rates and usage. If you have a meeting 
in the church, perhaps come prepared with a sweater rather than turning up the furnace as a way to save on our ener-
gy bill. A motion will be proposed at the annual meeting to pay off the preschool mortgage. 

Council Roundtable: 

Outreach:  Dave is interested in pursuing the synod grants. His committee is working on visitations, rides, and                    
re-establishing the Care Teams.   

Personnel:  Steve Anderson has volunteered to work with LiveStream. Anita is learning to make slides. Kenny has been 
working with the sound system. Laurie will continue to head up the sound team for now. 

Preschool: Report was submitted. We are meeting tomorrow to formally approve the tuition increase.  

Properties:  Details are in Bill’s report. His committee is looking at fixing the chair lift. MSP to fix the existing fire alarm 
system. This will give the update we need to work with the 5G and Bluetooth system. Motion activated lights have been 
installed in the sanctuary. ACTION ITEM: Jeaneen will ask our janitorial crew to do a walk around and check windows 
for security purposes. Just as a reminder, if you open a window or door, please close and secure behind you. 

Stewardship:  Don will present the budget at the meeting this Sunday. Don is looking for volunteers to be on his  

committee. Names were shared. ACTION ITEM: Don will ask three members to conduct an internal audit of our books.  

WELCA:  WELCA is planning the February birthday luncheon at the end of the month. Quilts have been donated to 
Friendship House and the Family Center. We are asking for gently used blankets for donation to Family Promise. There 
is a donation box at the back of the church.  

Worship:  Nothing new to add in addition to Dave’s report. 

President’s Report: Council has been asked to provide soup for the Lenten soup supper on March 15th. A sign-up sheet 
was sent around. 

Pastor’s Report:  The Synod has opened their Grace Grants applications. There is $100,000 available for applicants. 
Deadline to apply is May 1. Potential ideas include Christmas Dinner, Youth programs, Youth mission trip, etc. Pastor 
attended the Lutherwood Annual meeting. Josephine Home would like to reach out to the local congregations to share 
information. We have two “chaplains” from our congregation that are serving at Josephine. Our book study will begin 
at next month’s council meeting. ACTION ITEM: Council members are asked to read the introduction and Chapter 1 
prior to next month’s meeting.  

 

Old Business: 

• Anita reported on open items still needing action.  

• Photo Directory Status: The directory is complete! They will be available beginning this Sunday for a $10      
suggested donation. 

• 2023 Slate of Candidates: Names were discussed to complete the slate of candidates for the annual meeting 
election. 
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Council minutes cont.…. 

 Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday / 9:00 am – 2:00 pm  

 Church Office email & phone #:  360-293-9586 / info@anacorteslutheran.org  

 Do You Need to talk to the Pastor?  Schedule an appointment by calling the office or email Pastor Scott Peterson: 
pastorscott@anacorteslutheran.org  

 Get on our “Weekly Update” email list:  Send your email address to the office. 

 Worship Services, Updates & News:  Visit our website - https://www.anacorteslutheran.org 

 Visit & “LIKE” us on Facebook  / YouTube  / Instagram pages:  Anacortes Lutheran Church 

 Has your phone #, address or email changed?  Are you receiving emails from church? Call the office!   

 Do you need help?  Ride to worship, a friend? Call the church office - maybe we can help. 

 Newsletter Deadline:  The Third Monday of every month. 

 Prayer Requests:  Keep the church current on your loved ones who are or need to be named in our prayer list by 
   calling or emailing the office. 

 Altar Flowers:  To give flowers in honor or memory of someone, sign up on the “Flower Chart” in the Narthex. 

 Giving 5 Ways:  Vanco Mobile App/TEXT 360-328-7521/mail a check /offering plate/ALC website ~ Giving tab 

 Welcome Desk:  (located in the Narthex)  You can find new member information, newsletter publications, 
  Sunday Scoops, “Christ in our  Home” devotionals & additional information.  

 Opportunity Desk: (next to the Fellowship Hall).  Here you will find different ways to be of service throughout the 
church, Serving in Worship and Fellowship hour. Sign up sheets for Group Events, Prime Timers, Youth Events, etc. 
Preschool & Confirmation Registration forms.  

 THIS & THAT– BITS & PIECES 

New Business: 
• Youth Dynamics:  YD is again hosting a fundraiser and has asked for a donation. MSP that we again donate $500.  

• Letter from Joy and Gary Walter:  They recently attended a presentation at the library about living transgender. 
They asked if our church would sponsor a similar showing here and open it up to the community. Pastor will 
begin plans looking at a future presentation. 

• Council Retreat:  John will look into a location and make plans. 

• UFO meal:  A family dinner is planned for Sunday evening, March 19th as a Fellowship event. Lane is planning 
this and will make an announcement in church. Church will provide salad, rolls, and drinks. Table hosts would 
provide a main dish.  

Our next council meeting will be held March 9 at 6:30 pm. 
The meeting closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  Anita Holzemer, Council Secretary 

CHURCH DIRECTORY - FOLLOW UP 

We have had the first 120 copies of the 2023 Church Directory published.  We are making notes for future updates of 
missed photos or needing to correct or update information.  The in-house project of building the directory from scratch 
was a monumental task and we have learned a few things moving forward.   
 

We appreciate your patience with the process. For the most part, we are happy with the result, but there is some learn-
ing for us to do and make it go more smoothly next time we update. For now, enjoy and let us know about updates.   
 

Thank you.  Rachel, Kathy and John 
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FROM BISHOP SHELLEY BRYAN WEE –The Spirit  March 2023 

The 10-year-old girl at the school we were visiting was asked, “When was the last time you went to the beach?” She 
paused, thought, and finally said rather quietly, “I think when I was three.”  

This might not seem like a huge deal. Many people choose to not visit bodies of water. But you see, this little girl is a 
Lutheran Palestinian attending one of our Lutheran School in the West Bank. She is fluent in English. She is warm and 
engaging. She has dreams and aspirations. Her family is dedicated to her education, and they are faithful Christians. 
And she cannot get to the water that historically was her people’s land because of checkpoints and government poli-
cies. She is literally a few miles from the water that she cannot swim in. 

 In January, seventeen ELCA Bishops traveled to the Holy Land on a “Living Stones” listening tour. Bishop Azur of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) invited us to come and see the Lutheran Church in 
the Holy Land and for us to witness firsthand how the Lutheran Church is positively impacting thousands of people.  

On this tour we didn’t have time to visit many “holy sites.” Instead, this was a working trip that was designed to meet 
with those who are living in the Holy Land today – or as Palestinians say – to meet with the Living Stones of the Holy 
Land. During our time with our siblings in Christ, we learned and listened; prayed and contemplated; laughed and 
wept. These beautiful and courageous people welcomed us into their lives with grace and dignity. We were given an 
abundance of food, gifts, laughter, worship, and dancing.  

And the stories. The stories were rich and beautiful … and devastating. Like so many people throughout history whose 
lives have been ripped apart by oppressive powers, the Palestinian Christians have had their land, their identity, and 
their freedoms radically diminished. In some cases, completely erased.  

Excerpts of stories I heard:  

• The men whose family homes have been demolished because they cannot produce paperwork from the Ottoman 
Empire that their family has owned their land for over a century.  

• The fourteen-year-old boy who was killed in a refugee camp. In his pocket was a piece of paper where he had 
written his last will and testament. Many young people are now carrying wills in their pockets as they fear they will 
be killed. • Concern that the Holy Land will become a museum rather than a living expression of the rich diversity 
of people who call this land their home.  

• A principal at one of the Lutheran schools stating proudly: “We are educating the next creative leaders in Palestine 
and in the Middle East.” 

Truly a highlight of this trip was the ordination of Pastor Sally Azur. Pastor Sally is the first Palestinian woman pastor in 
the Holy Land. She is called to serve two Lutheran Churches in the Holy Land and we are excited to see her flourish.  

We were able to visit with a Jewish human rights organization, the United States Ambassador for Palestinian Affairs, 
the Palestinian Authority Prime Minister, the General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, and many others 
who listened to our concerns and who also stated their deep dedication to working for peace and justice in this land.  

I confess that what I have written here barely touches on the complexity of the situation in the Holy Land. Hundreds if 
not thousands of books have been written. I am no expert. But as I continue to reflect on this trip – and as I hope to 
plan a trip for this synod in the next year or so – I hold this verse in my heart from Isaiah, “Learn to do good; seek jus-
tice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:17  

May we all learn, seek, rescue, defend and plead for all of God’s beloved children. For the little girl who longs to see 
water. For the little boy whose life was cut short. For the men who want their family homes. For those who daily work 
for justice. For those who daily pray for peace. Oh God, we pray, Kyrie eleison.  

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
bishop@lutheransnw.org  
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