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April 2024 
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God is our refuge and strength, 
    a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 
    though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
    God will help it when the morning dawns. 

Psalm 46:1-5 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Anacortes Lutheran Church, 
 
As I write this, we are coming up on two weeks since the unimaginable and horrendous death of 
Caitlin Follstad and Kevin Follstad. I am coming to realize that these last nearly two weeks have been 
a blur of trying to help when and where we could. Supporting one another, attending or planning 
gatherings to help, wondering what might be beneficial for all who have been impacted by this    
tragedy. And in it all I realize that I have not gathered the strength and comfort of corporate times 
of prayer so that we might turn to God together in the midst of a situation we are still coming to  
understand little by little. I am sure that each of you has spent time in prayer for the deceased, for 
the children, for the wider family, and for the community as a whole, but it is time that we do that 
together. 
 
Starting on Sunday, April 28

th
, we will include a petition in our Prayers of the People for Caitlin,   

Kevin, and all the Follstad and McDermott families (so you will have seen the petition before you see 
this article). We will continue to include this petition for the foreseeable future as we continue 
through this time of shock and grief. I invite you, yes you, to look within your heart for a prayer that 
you might wish to share with the wider congregation. If you have a prayer to share, please send it to 
the church office – info@anacorteslutheran.org or pastorscott@anacorteslutheran.org and we will 
add them to the prayers in the future weeks. We will not only try to include these into the Prayers of 
the People, but I hope to compile them into a little book of prayer remembrances that may serve to 
help us, and perhaps the wider community, as we continue on this path of grief.  
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We still journey in this season of Easter, hoping to embrace the power of the resurrection when all 
seems lost. Like the disciples hiding in the upper room, we are in need of the presence of Christ to 
appear to us and remind us that death is not the end. The love of Jesus has broken the power of sin 
and death, and we have been given hope even as our hearts break and the tears descend down our 
cheeks. May we seek God and the promises that have been given to us by the Creator of all. 
 
And so let us pray… 
 
Trusting in the Resurrection! 
 
Pastor Scott 

PRAY FOR OUR 2024 CHURCH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

President: Don Devine Fellowship : Kathy Khile 

Vice-President:  Education:  Heather Harrington 

Secretary:  Julie Jacobson Youth: Michael Sullivan 

Treasurer:  Lane Phelan Preschool:  Anne Barry 

Stewardship: Bill LeDuc Properties:  Steve Anderson 

Outreach:  Dave White Worship:  Pat Carrie-Smith 

Personnel:  Jeaneen Brogan WELCA :  Jeanette Christensen 

Josephine Delegates: Pastor Peterson,  Linda Millo Legacy Endowment: Wayne Olsen, Rod Odergaard 

Finance: Lane Phelan, Kirk Swanson  Julie Jacobson 

 Linda Millo Synod Assy Delegates: Pastor Peterson, Lois Cassidy 

Finance Secretary: Linda Millo  Linda Millo 

Camp Lutherwood Rep: Kenny Holzemer   

    



 

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter 3 May 2024



 

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter 4 May 2024

WELCA– SEWING NEWS 

The sewing group is busy making quilts and packing kits. While shipping is in the fall, packed boxes are  
stacking up. To date 41 quilts have been packed and baby care kits total 138. The baby care kits include 
cotton tee shirts, sleepers, receiving blankets, cloth diapers, a jacket or sweater, socks, a hand towel, soap 
and diaper pins. The diapers and receiving blankets are made by the sewing group thanks to your  
donations of flannel sheets or large pieces of flannel. The knitting group at church (and others who don't 
attend knitting) makes sweaters for the kits, and some members even made sleepers. Right now we are 
short of socks up to 24 months, sleepers or gowns without feet, dark colored hand towels, and  
sweaters or jackets (our knitters can't keep up). Used items are ok - gently used with no stains or 
tears. Watch for these items as you shop retail or yard sales and consider donating items your children or 
grandchildren have outgrown.   
 
The group will continue its work May 7, 21 and 28. Come at 9am, bring a sack lunch and stay until 2pm.  
Or just stop by to check out this busy group. We would love to see you.  

 

      CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

      May 19 at 10:00 am service 

    

      Eva Dent 

      Vance Frerichs 

      Thomas Knowles 

      Megan Kennedy 

      Hunter Harrington 
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Anacortes Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes for April  11, 2024 

 
Attendees: Pastor Scott, Anne Barry, Jeanette Christiansen, Don Devine, Julie Jacobson, Lane Phelan, Pat 
Carrie Smith 
 
The meeting was called to order and Don opened with prayer.  March minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Written report handed out. We are meeting our financial obligations. The Lent, Soup Supper and special 
Easter offerings equaled $3,457. 
 
Pastor’s Report: A written report was submitted. Note Pastor will be attending the Bishop’s Convocation in 
Seabeck April 21-24. 
 
(Reports by email were submitted for Stewardship, Personnel and Properties committees in addition to  
what is listed below). 
 
WELCA: 
The Fellowship Hall will be set up on Friday for a memorial service on Saturday so the elementary kids  
gathering will take place in the basement on Friday night. The next WELCA event is on Thursday, April 23 at 
1pm, the guest speaker is from the WSU Master Gardner Program. The Strawberry Social will take place in 
June. 
 
Preschool: 
The fundraising brunch takes place this Sunday, April 14, after the service. 
 
Worship: Report submitted. 
The Sunday worship service time will change to 9:30am beginning Memorial Day weekend, May 26. 
Don and Paul will change the signs out front the week prior. Mother’s Day is May 12. Confirmation takes 
place on May 19. 
 
Old Business:  
• Recruiting continues to fill council positions - please let Don know of any persons you may have in mind. 

Open positions are/will be Education, Fellowship, Outreach and President-Elect. 
 

New Business: 
• Jeanette made a motion to include the Stewardship Chair as a member of the Finance Committee.       

Motion passed. 

• Lane made motion to change the Articles of Incorporation from “Anacortes Lutheran Church” to 

“Anacortes Lutheran Church and Preschool”. Motion passed. 

• Pastor & Don met with the contact at Proliance Surgeons to discuss renewal of the parking lot lease. The 

new contract will be written to begin June 1 and the purpose is to allow their office to use our parking lot 

across from the church building. 

• VBS Plan will likely take place in the evenings the week of June 24-27. 

• Jeanette made a motion to offer $300 scholarships for any congregational member of ALC who signs up 

for a Lutherwood camp. Motion passed. Anyone interested may contact the office. 



 

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter 6 May 2024

Date                    Events In-Person Nursery Live-Stream 

Apr 7 Family & Praise Sunday 105 5 64 

Apr 14 2nd Sunday of Easter  112 5 41 

Apr 21 3rd Sunday of Easter  121 6 33 

Apr 28 4th Sunday of Easter  114 4 ** 

Worship Attendance 

• Jeanette made a motion to approve use of the church on April 18 for a community forum, led by a clinical 

psychologist who specializes in talking to children about death, grief and trauma. This will be intended to 

help local parents talk to their kids about recent events. Motion passed. 

• Don noted that the next check for the lift chair maintenance is coming due for about $5000. 
 

Don moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Our next regular council meeting will be held May 9 at 6:30 pm. Please have committee reports in to Julie no 
later than midnight on Tuesday, May 7. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Jacobson, Council Secretary 

Council Minutes for April 11, 2024 continued... 

** Not available at time of printing 
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2024 ALC GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  

Applications for the Laurene M. Rhodes & Anacortes Lutheran Scholarship have been mailed, emailed and 

are also available in the church office. Completed applications are due back no later than Friday, May 17.   

Please contact the church office at 360-293-9586 if you have any questions. 
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Happy Mother’s Day to all the amazing moms at ALC!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Anacortes Even will be held at 

The Bridge Christian Fellowship Church 

522 W. Troxell Road 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

 

Event 

Thursday, May 2nd, at 6:30 p.m. Doors open for guided group prayer at 6:00 p.m. 

Note: The Oak Harbor NDP events will be in town. 

Theme 

Lift Up the Word, Light Up the World 

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” 

Psalm 119:105 

 

May we gather in unity to pray for our Nation 
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DATES TO CELEBRATE IN  
     May 

01 Lily Dumas 10 Michael Hanrahan 17  Kate Ferkovich 25 Camryn Kerr 

01 Carter Eggleston 10 Kendra Kennedy 17 Bill Sahnow 25  Scott Peterson 

01 Catherine Eggleston 10 Lara Knowles 18 Susan Reed 27 Lane Phelan 

01 Jennifer Hansen 10 Sue Larson 18 Stacy Roux 28 Bill LeDuc 

01 Mike Trafton 11 Megan Dumas 19 Elliott Hofferth 29 Stephanie Poor 

04 Yvonne Storme 12  Kori Fosso 20 Connie Walters   

05 Hannah Parker 12 Owen Kennedy 21 Jeff Hrovat   

07 Ethan Lust 12 Heidi Parker 21 David Rapella   

07 Susan McCutcheon 13 Rod Rothlisberger 22 Jean Brown   

07 Judy Pesatura 14 Anita Holzemer 22 Vera Jones   

08 Emma Flanigan 15 Thomas Knowles 22 Krista Morgenthaler   

10 Lois Cassidy 16 Nathan Dent 23 Lucca Dumas   

10  Brian Hanrahan 17 Judy Card 23 Judy Littlefield   

Birthday Blessings 

01 Bill & Diane Gusa 27 Dave & Mirth Moore 

05 Jim & Nancy Loftis 29 Klaus & Christie Schoebel 

10 Steve & Kori Fosso 31 Clarence & Julia Rogers 

11 Kevin & Alyssa Costenbader   

13 Michael & Janice Sullivan   

25 Randy & Stacy VanSweden   

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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