Paul’s Journey to
Share the Truth
Anacortes Lutheran Church
July 2019 Newsletter

SUMMER SERMON SERIES
Paul's Missionary Adventures
July 14 - August 18
Summer is a season for travel. Oh the places we go! Oh the people we meet!
On the airplane to Minneapolis for my son-in-laws graduation June 21, I was part of what felt like a
mass migration. I could tell by the nine deep rows at the security check, filled to capacity plane and
numerous children with parents, that summer travel had officially begun. Seated across the aisle
from me was a mom with two toddlers and a six month old in her lap. She was prepared with snacks,
books and videos for the four hour trip to see grandparents. The man next to me, was going to visit
his mom. Next to him was an Amazon employee off for a weekend wedding party. In front of me
were a couple returning home after visiting friends on Camano Island. It felt like one third of the
world was shifting location and I could almost feel the earth tilting.
In the ancient world travel was by foot, camel, cart or boat. It took longer, but people traveled for the
same reasons. To see family, do business, celebrate important events, explore new places, and
share news.
This summer, for those who are staying home and attending weekly worship, I have decided that
together we will follow the missionary adventures of St. Paul in our summer sermon series. Paul
took three notable missionary journeys that brought him into contact with people from all over the
ancient Mediterranean world. On his second journey he traveled to Athens Greece. There he gave
his famous sermon which is recorded in Acts 17. At a shrine to the unknown God he told the people
that God makes God's self known through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This he
proclaimed was not just good news, it was news that would change the world.
Our summer sermon series is a perfect compliment to our Vacation Bible School theme, which is
“Paul's missionary journey to Athens”. July 22-25, children will encounter the who, what, where,
when and why of St. Pauls' travel to share the good news of Jesus Christ in ancient Greece. They
will discover that saying yes to sharing Jesus opens a whole new world filled with danger, adventure,
and new life. I invite you to summer worship each Sunday as we walk with Paul to places like
Athens, Galatia, and Ephesus.
Our summer sermon series, “Paul's Missionary Adventures” will begin Sunday, July 14 and go
through August.
In Christ, Pastor Debra Benson
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Summer Devotions: Poetry & Parables
Herb Brokering (1926-2009) has been called the poet laureate of the Lutheran Church. A parish
pastor, seminary professor, and director of confirmation curriculum for the Lutheran Church,
Brokering also served at Holden Village. In 1974 he wrote a book of 80 parables called “I Opener”.
At our recent Strawberry Social, Pastor Benson used the following three parables written by Herb
Brokering for the devotion.

Once there was a church that didn't have a cross in it
The building committee told them they could save a hundred dollars that way.
Instead they each have learned to make the sign of the cross with their fingers.
They have learned to make the sign over bread and water and over each other.
Now instead of one cross they have hundreds of them.
By Herb Brokering

Once there was a church where the people took the offering back home with them.
First it was collected and brought to the altar
After they asked God to bless it, they took it and put it back into their pockets.
They mixed it up with all their other money,
so that they couldn't tell which was blessed and which was not.
Then they left.
All week they spent as though each piece was blessed and was to be used lovingly.
By Herb Brokering

Once there was a church that ran out of things to do.
They had done all the hymns and said all the prayers over and over.
They knew the festivals by heart and could recite psalms without looking or thinking.
So they decided to celebrate the only thing left:
Each other,
Every week they celebrate one person.
So many people are joining
It seems they'll never get done with what they are doing.
By Herb Brokering
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Sewing News - Faith Legan & Julia Rogers

Bible Study Groups
MEN’S Thursday Bible Study

We are serving the Lord with Gladness~

Thursday Mornings - 7 am
In Conference Room #1
Led by: Boyd Veer

Guess what? We are planning for our next shipment
to Lutheran World Relief. We will be sending School
Kits this time along with our Baby Care Kits, Health
Kits, Sewing Kits & Quilt. “Busy hands”
We will need your help anyway you can. Prayers,
buying supplies or donating items. This is the month
the stores have really good sales on school supplies.

THURSDAY, JULY 11
POTLUCK LUNCH
Dusenburys provide main dish—taco salad
Conference Room #1 at noon

We will need:
⃝ Spiral Notebooks -70 sheet, wide/college rule 8 x10
⃝ Rulers - centimeter & inches
⃝ Pencil Sharpeners -one that collects shavings
⃝ Blunt Scissors
⃝ #2 Pencils with Erasers - unsharpened
⃝ Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens - (NO gel ink)
⃝ Box of 24 Count Crayons
⃝ Erasers - 2 1/2”

FRIDAY, JULY 19
DIABLO LAKE TOUR AND LUNCH
Conference Room #1 at 7:45 a.m.
Reservation is limited to 15 people.
Sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Desk.

This is the time of year for garage sales, it’s a great
way to find bath & hand towels. Sheets for backing
quilts, Flannel for diapers and receiving blankets.
Also childrens clothing, sleepers, t-shirts, onsies &
pj’s up to 18 months. We will also need soap to go
along with the kits (Dial, Lever 2000, Irish Spring,
Ivory & Dove) all full bath size please. Anything you
can help with will be much appreciated. Thank You!

VBS
Volunteers Needed
VBS Volunteer Meeting
Sunday, July 7 • 10:30 am in the Sanctuary

Lutheran World Relief KNITTING NEWS
SUMMER SEWING DAYS

Monday, JULY 15 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm
In conference room #1

Tuesdays, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
JULY 9TH & 30TH
AUGUST 13TH & 27TH

Our church usually ships 100-150 layette sets, each
6 month period. One sweater/hat set goes in each
layette. We use a fun, one piece sweater pattern.
Beginners are welcome & teaching is always available.
FALL shipment GOAL:
Hats 50-75
Sweaters 50-75
Sweater/hat sets 60-100

We have COMPLETED:
19 - Hats
0 - Sweaters
23- Sweater/hat sets.
Contact the office if you would
like to make Anacortes Lutheran
your HOME Church.

What a great start. Thank you!
I hope to see you all JULY15 at 1pm
~Linda Anderson, 360-588-1730
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Traveling
Tuesday

Kids grades 4-6

Bring a lunch & a friend
Sign up by calling the church office
360-293-9586

July 9 • Explore Padilla Bay • Leaders / Pastor Benson & Ginny Connelly — Cost: Free
August 13 • Enjoy Birch Bay Waterslides • Leader / Pastor Benson — Cost: $15
* Junior Leaders Needed: 9-12 grade: Be a mentor to younger students for a day
Support the adult leader and have Fun!

GRADUATION

Friday, June 14, 2019

(future H.S. graduating class of 2032)

ALC PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS
(L-R)
Sara Ree,
Maggie Santos; Pre-School Director,
Marguerite Glascoe,
Jill Hixson; 3 yr olds Teacher
Victoria Eckardt; 4 yr olds Teacher
Michelle Romag &
Kathy Johnson
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Fellowship — Summer Picnics
Mark your calendars to join in fellowship for the summer church picnics.

at Seafarer’s Memorial Park
(near the Memorial Statue)

Fellowship will provide burgers and hot dogs.
• Bring a side or dessert and your own drinks, utensils & a chair
We look forward to Celebrating the summer together!

July 17

Washington Park • unreserved beach area

July 24

Storvik Park • near the picnic shelter

July 31

Seafarer’s Memorial Park • near the memorial statue

Aug 7

Causland Park • in the open area on west side of the park

Aug 14

Storvik Park • near the picnic shelter

Aug 21 Annual Corn feed & Worship Service on the Beach
5:30 pm Washington Park • at Reserved Picnic Shelter
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Anacortes Lutheran Church • 2100 “O” Ave Anacortes, WA 98221 • (360) 293-9586

Vacation Bible School Registration
Monday - Thursday, July 22 - 25
Dinner 5:30 pm
Program 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Please fill out and return to church office
Child’s Name(s)

Age/entering grade

Street address: _______________________________________City: ___________________State: _______
Mom’s name: __________________________________________ Cell phone:________________________
Dad’s name: ___________________________________________ Cell phone:________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________
Home church:___________________________________________________________________________
Who is authorized to pick up your child?_______________________________________________________
Will parents be helping in any area of Athens VBS? ___________Where? ______________________________

Would you be willing/able to donate the following if contacted:
Snacks?

Y/N

Your time?

Y/N

Craft Supplies?

Y/N

Emergency, contact: _____________________________________________________________
Name and phone number
Allergies or other medical conditions:_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Name of a special friend your child might like to be with: __________________________________

?: Text/call Dave White (206) 226-7182 or e-mail: dave2204.dw@gmail.com
Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter

6

July 2019

Volunteers Needed
VBS Volunteer Meeting
Sunday, July 7 • 10:30 am in the Sanctuary

EVE

FUN
R
FO

RY
ON
E

Many of you may remember that two years ago we put on the story of Paul, the Apostil, as he was
under house arrest in Rome. Everyone who participated, children and adults alike, found the event to be
fun and meaningful. This year, we are accompanying Paul as he travels to Athens.

A Family event; fun for everyone!


We will start the evening with a dinner prepared by our excellent Greek Chefs.



Then the fun begins with singing and dancing,



Followed by getting together with Oikos (Greek Family) to discuss the evening events.



Then off to Meet with Paul and playing some games.



The marketplace will be a main attraction with lots of shops and fun things to do.



The evening will wind down with more music and time with the Oikos.

We hope that you will put VBS on your calendar as a must do event.
Why not bring the kids by and plan to stay for dinner; then join in on the rest of the fun.
REGISTRATION FORMS can be found online at anacorteslutheran.org

Reg

ister

And at the church office or call 360-293-9586.

July 22—25

Now
!

Monday–Thursday

Dinner • 5:30 pm & Program • 6:00—8:00 pm
Questions contact Dave White or Kendra Kennedy
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Worship & Fellowship Assistants
F.A.S.T. Leader #4 • Lane Phelan 360-293-4290 / paulandlane@comcast.net
ALTAR Setup •
Grace Boggio, Paula Olson & Pat Wilson
SOUND Team •
Jim Carver, Brian Hanrahan, Kenny Holzemer, Dana McCoy, Linda Millo, Mark Tanis
POWER POINT Team • Michael Hanrahan, Anita Holzemer, Pat Carrie Smith
July 7
Acolytes:
Ushers:
Greeters:
Readers:
Communion Assistants:
Coffee Serve/Cleanup:
Coffee Hour Treats:

July 14
Acolytes:
Ushers:
Greeters:
Reader:
Communion Assistants:
Coffee Serve/Cleanup:
Coffee Hour Treats:

July 21
Acolytes:
Ushers:
Greeters:
Reader:
Communion Assistants:
Coffee Serve/Cleanup:
Coffee Hour Treats:

July 28
Acolytes:
Ushers:
Greeters:
Reader:
Communion Assistants:
Coffee Serve/Cleanup:
Coffee Hour Treats:

9:30 am
Carter Eggleston & C.J. Eggleston
Win Thompson & Dan Khile
Judy Holmes & Noel Johnson
Lane Phelan
Phil & Madelyn Case
Jeaneen Brogan & Lane Phelan
Jeaneen Brogan, Lane Phelan
& Pat Carrie Smith

AUGUST ~ F.A.S.T. #5

9:30 am
Rowan Meyers & Regan Franulovich
Les & Carol Olsen
Gail Ebel-Higgins & Lane Phelan
Sharon Fisher
Bill & Melanie Sahnow
Bill & Melanie Sahnow & Gail Ebel-Higgins
Melanie Sahnow, Gail Ebel-Higgins
& Sharon Fisher
9:30 am
Mia Kennedy & Owen Kennedy
Rich Berentson & Chuck Landgraf
Judy Pesaturo & Patty Pederson
Pat Carrie Smith
Judy Pesaturo & Patty Pederson
Bob & Ida Ford
DONUTS
9:30 am
Joey Pestar & Micah Spehar
John & Kathryn Parker
Renie Hofferth & Vera Jones
Helene Fink
Judy Holmes & Lane Phelan
Judy Holmes & Helene Fink
Judy Holmes, Helene Fink & Anita McCoy
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Leader • Kathryn Parker
360-420-4940
kmpbozeman@yahoo.com
Dave & Dorothy Bjornson
Kendra Kennedy
John & Diana Lindsay
Susan & Malcolm McCutcheon
Ruth McDonald
Bev Brooks Nevin
Les & Carol Olsen
Roselyn Payne
Stacey Pestar
Jo Rockwood
Julia Rogers
Karen Tavalero
Randy & Stacy VanSweden
Boyd & Ginny Veer
Bryan & Linda Walker
Dave & Peggy White
Please, sign-up at the
Welcome desk for when
you are able to serve in
AUGUST

AUGUST ~ Usher Schedule
9:30 am Sunday Service
4 • Kenny & Anita Holzemer
11 • Mike Bastrom & Rexanne Graham
18 • Paul & Julie Dusenbury
25 • Chuck Landgraf & Bud Rock

July 2019

JULY
Wedding Anniversary!

JULY
Birthday Blessings To You!
2 Lara Coggins

17 Troy Kunz

1

Marv & Gunilla Wold

3 Emma Bakke

17 Jerry Pollard

2

Wayne & Elaine Olsen

3 Bonnie Kennedy

21 Jake Anderson

2

John & Diana Lindsay

3 Kim Trafton

21 Faith Legan

5

David & Dorothy Bjornson

4 Amanda Elling

21 Brennan Torres

7

Rod & Cathy Odegaard

4 Gabby Troy

22 Nikki Bakke

9

Jason & Erin Kurz

5 Ralph Heacox

22 Dorothy Bjornson

11

Kevin & Andrea Long

5 Michael Sullivan

22 Emilee Forbes

11

John & Marilyn Pinquoch

6 Randy VanSweden

23 Jacob Elling

17

Brian Hanrahan & Treva King

7 Mildred Bushey

23 Delores Hermstad

21

Wen & Teresa Chang

7 Isis Jackson

24 Ruth Backlund

23

Robert & Barbara Atterberry

7 Tanner Sahnow

24 Loren Knutsen

24

Doug Thompson & Carol Kirby

8 Julie Dusenbury

25 Harvey Gil

25

Hans & Majken Ekstrom

9 Rachel Devine

26 Ashlee Long

12 Megan Angier

26 Reed Myers

12 Katie Parker

27 Jan Nations

14 Rebecca Eggleston

28 Caitlin Kirby

15 Brenda Thomas-lust

28 Leone Zimmerman

16 Alec Mavar

30 Brian Bakke

JUNE ~ Sunday
Worship Attendance
9:30 am

16 Penelope McCaughan 30 Christie Schoebel
17 Ellyn Cavanagh

Nursery

Total

2
163
2
165
9
179
2
181
16
153
3
156
23
155
4
159
30 Not available at the time of printing

31 Beth Benson
31 Megan Anderson-Smith

PASTORAL
ACTS
FUNERAL
June 9, 2019
James Harmer

From your Treasurer…..
After our strong first quarter, May 2019 was a bit off the mark in giving.
Our average weekly giving for May was $7,070.
Our year to date average after week 19 (June 9, 2019) is $7,544.
Our budget per week is $8,200 .
The first two weeks of June show an increase.
Please be mindful of faithful giving this summer.
Blessing for a good summer and enjoy our beautiful weather.
Lane Phelan; Council Treasurer

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter

9

July 2019

ALC COUNCIL MINUTES – June 13, 2019
Attended: Bill LeDuc, Lane Phelan, Melanie Sahnow, Karen Tavalero, Faith Legan, Ginny Connelly, Les Olsen,
Kathy Khile, Rachel Franulovich, Jo Rockwood & Steve Richards.
Absent:

Dave Bjornson, Earl Gibbons

Bill LeDuc called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and started with a Prayer.
Presidents Report:
Pastors Report:

Reviewed minutes from last month. M/S/P.

No report

Treasurers Report: Lane gave report that we are not quite meeting our budget goal. We still need to
be diligent about our giving to equal $8200 a week to be on track. A 3rd qtr. statement was sent to the 198
giving members. M/S/P
New Business: Pension Benefits including Parental Leave and Pastoral Sabbatical Leave in the Bylaws,
Policies and Procedures discussion. It was suggested that we ask people that come to church but are not
members to become members. Win Thompson was asked to lead the Scholarship Committee. Josephine
Caring Community picnic is July 19th from 4-7pm and will be in the newsletter.
Old Business: Ministry Site Profile is out there for potential applicants to view and we have received
applications. We are reviewing the Scout account letter to vote at the next meeting.
Personnel Report: Steve gave an overview of the Personnel Manual with a discussion on the changes. A
motion was made to accept the changes to incorporate into the ALC Personal Manual. M/S/P. Looking for a
new janitor, 4 nights a week 4 hours a night @ $15.81 an hour.
WELCA Report: Strawberry Social is Tuesday, June 18th @6:30. Working on Lutheran World Relief
shipment including diapers, receiving blankets and a need for school kits.
Education Report:

VBS is looking for actors! Need volunteers. Please sign up.

Outreach Report: Karen reports that we will not be in the parade. There has been a request from
someone at San Juan Care Center for help to get to church on Sunday’s. Karen asked if money was available
to purchase stamps and cards to send out. Yes, fill out a voucher.
Property Report: June work party was great. Thank you to the Boy Scouts for barking the flower beds.
We planted flowers, cleaned, washed windows and installed a mail slot in the church secretary’s door. Light
bulbs upstairs are all changed, to get downstairs done soon. Cemetery clean up TBD. If you see something
that needs attention in the church, please let Les know.
Fellowship Report: Kick off Sunday for the potluck picnic’s will be July 14th at Seafarers Memorial Park by
the statue from 12-2pm, bring chairs and side dish. Kathy reports that we have 7 picnic’s on the calendar.
Youth Report: Need Executive Committee to visit the way Cub Scout and Boy Scout money is handled.
Sadly, the High School will have no events because of lack of participation. Traveling Tuesday will have one
event each month.
Preschool Report:

No report.

Stewardship Report:
Worship Report:

No report.

No report.

The next Council meeting is August 8th at 6:30pm
Bill lead the Lord’s Prayer and closed the meeting at 8pm
Blessings, Melanie Sahnow; Council Secretary
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“You Make Me So Happy!”
It was probably a year since I’ve heard her say anything. Don’t
get me wrong, she always seemed content as she sat in her
recliner. When I took the extra time to make eye-contact with
her, she always smiled back at me. At least her silence was not
because of anger or because of being overly medicated. Yet,
like I said, it had been probably about a year since I’d heard an
intelligible word roll past her lips—until today!
It had been about a month since I’ve brought Chewie, my English
Bulldog, into Josephine to visit the children and residents. Some
of the residents had been bugging me to bring her in again—but Chewie in the morning is often like my teenage boys—not always easy to wake up and get out of bed. When you add to this the extra time and effort to
get her fed, out of the house, and into the car in a timely manner—it can be a battle I’m not always willing to
face each morning—but I did today and I am so happy I did!
When I brought Chewie into our Memory Care that afternoon, and she finished cleaning the carpet of the
little runaway morsels of food from lunch plates, Chewie made her way to the residents to get her petting
for the day. “Is that your dog?”— this was the question that floated through the air and into my ears. When
I turned my head to look for its author, I saw her leaning over her recliner reaching towards the floor, her
head was turned up to look into my eyes, and flashing at me was the biggest smile you’d ever seen—it was
Rose! As I looked even closer at her beautiful face, I noticed another telling detail— a single tear came out
of her right eye and was making its way down her wrinkly cheek. She petted Chewie with this amazing
combination of purpose and love and then graced me with her second full sentence in a year: “She makes
me so happy!”
Thanks, dear Partners in Christ, for allowing us to continue our ministry here at Josephine Caring Community.
If you have a pet you’d like to share, contact our Activities Department. It might be the very thing that
might bring a forth life!

Fullness of life

Warmly,

Transitional Rehab • Senior Living
Long Term Care • Early Learning

Chaplain Andy

9901 272nd Place NW - Stanwood, WA

S AV E T H E DAT E

Josephine Caring Community

Annual Picnic & BBQ

Food, Bouncy House,
Face Painting, vendor Booths,
Beer Garden, Music, Giveaways

FRIDAY, JULY 19TH
4PM-7PM

FREE ADMISSION - DONATIONS ACCEPTED
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BISHOPS MESSAGE

Saying goodbye isn’t easy
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod
From the JULY 2019 edition of The Spirit
As a little boy, I learned that saying goodbye is not
easy. We had visited cousins in Michigan for the first
time. It was an exciting week meeting new family
members and playing with our cousin. When it was
time to go we packed everything into our 1960
Oldsmobile and then stood outside to say our goodbyes. I was not prepared for the flood of emotions
that came over me. I discovered what it meant to
become “choked up” and I was fighting back the
tears. What was this all about?
What I didn’t know then, but I have discovered in
life’s journey, is leaving is a constant pattern. It begins
with labor and leaving our mother’s womb as we
enter the world with that first borning cry. Crying
crafted for the purpose of breathing in our first
breaths of our new world. For the fortunate, we
settle into the comfort of our parent’s loving arms
where we are feed, nurtured and strengthened for
what will lie ahead. It will not be the last time we
are birthed.
There would be a smattering of miniature leavings like mom going to the grocery store without me or
being left in the care of a babysitter. I don’t doubt
these leavings came with labor for mom and tears
for me.
The big leaving would happen when it came time to
head off for kindergarten. I went to Mr. & Mrs.
Black’s Kindergarten in Jamestown, North Dakota.
It was hosted in their home and we each had our
little rug for nap time. The coolest part is we were
picked up by Mr. Black in his big station wagon that
had a favored seat all the way in the back. While my
memories are fond, I am told I did not go easily.
Remember leaving involves labor and tears and I was
leaving as a five-year-old into an unknown world.
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Leaving is always preparation for the next time of
leaving and there would be many all filled with anticipation, anxiety and joy. One of the hardest was
heading off to Kenmore Junior High School. I had
been warned by my older brother’s friends of all the
horrors that awaited me. The most joy-filled leaving
was when I drove away at sixteen for the first time,
sporting my own driver’s license.
The constant of leaving would include heading off to
college, seminary, single to married, parenthood, and
the cycle starts over again accompanying our children
through their leavings. Then there is death. My most
powerful leaving experience. A sacred time of labor
and crying. A sacred time of grief and joy.
In death, I discovered that a person’s life becomes
magnified. All that they stood for and shared is now
seen and heard more clearly.
Jesus, put it this way, “I did not tell you this from
the beginning because I was with you, but now
I am going to him who sent me. None of you
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, you
are filled with grief because I have said these
things. But very truly I tell you, it is for your
good that I am going away. Unless I go away,
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go,
I will send him to you.”
How often I have learned this lesson – that Spirit
comes in the experience of leaving.
I will miss you and I will miss my monthly Spirit
article which has given me a chance to share with
you how I see God at work in our world.
Come, Holy Spirit!!!
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