Matthew 22:37-39
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How are you doing? No, really, how are you doing? I have talked with many people and the answer that
comes up most often is, “I’m tired.” Tired of COVID. Tired of divisions and conflicts. Tired of the cloudy
skies. Tired of trying to put a smile on my face. Tired of so much…
It is a reality that we are all experiencing. We are now coming up on two years of living in a pandemic world.
In our otherwise “instant life” we have gotten out of practice in traveling the long way around. With so much
instantly at our fingertips we have forgotten how to be patient with each other and even more importantly,
with ourselves. We have forgotten to take the time to smell the roses and stare at the clouds. We have
forgotten that stopping and taking a deep breath is sometimes what we really need. A moment. A breath.
In my years of ministry, I have come to appreciate the season of Epiphany more and more. This time between
Advent/Christmas and Lent (two much busier times in the church year), gives us time to get to know Jesus a
bit better and to strengthen our relationship with God. Each week in worship we see more of who Jesus is
revealed through the readings and sermons. More of what life is like in being a follower of Jesus becomes
clearer as we are able to journey with Jesus from place to place during this time. We are able to see more
because we are doing less.
One of the many lessons I learned in my martial arts training was how to experience power through relaxation.
Of how to be strong and unmoving and still be fluid and flexible. It seems counterintuitive, but it often
seemed that the less I worried about technique the better my technique became. When I started to feel
anxious or stressed I found I would become tired easier and not be as quick to defend myself, but if I again
took the tie to take a deep breath and relax into the present moment my energy would return and practice
would become much better.
Epiphany gives us a chance to breath. Inhale. Exhale. Repeat. Let us take this time to walk with Jesus as he
shows us more of what it means to follow God in our lives. Let us relax into knowing that God loves and
cares for us. Let us take the chance to appreciate how much we have come through in these last two years.
Let us look into the coming days with hope because we know that God goes with us.
Living the Ru’ah life,
Pastor Scott
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP CHAIR
I believe the Church is in pretty good shape.
We've seen a strong finish to 2021 and a good start
to 2022.
We ended the year by spending less than we took in
and were able to allocate some good reserves for
future building maintenance.
What may be more important at the present, than
our stewardship of money, is our stewardship of
God's covenant. It's the covenant we have with
God, and each other and our neighbors to make
Anacortes Lutheran a safe, nurturing, welcoming
place to celebrate a way of life striving to follow the
teachings of Christ. A very large part of that constructive, protective, attractive atmosphere is based
on people giving of themselves.

A discussion of the 2022 Budget will be held at
the annual meeting. Copies are currently available at
the back of the church.

Just like with financial gifts, gifts of time and talent
vary over the year, and over a lifetime. One of our
biggest challenges this year will be to convince
everyone in this lovely family we have here at ALC,
that their contribution is greatly appreciated and
vitally needed.

Nominating Committee update
Names are forthcoming. We are still missing people
to serve in Youth, President-Elect and Fellowship
Committee chair slots. Please contact the nominating
committee if you are interested.

John Parker, Stewardship Chairman

We need a quorum of 50 members for the Annual
meeting so, Spread the word.

How can YOU help?

Thank you to our 2021 Church Council & Committees
President:
Secretary:
Outreach:
Preschool:
Stewardship:
WELCA :
Josephine Delegate:

William LeDuc

Treasurer:
Education:
Personnel:
Properties:
Worship:
NW Synod Reps:

Peggy White
Jo Rockwood
John Parker
Jeanette Christensen
Jerry Bongard & Grace Boggio

Lane Phelan
Kendra Kennedy
Jeaneen Brogan
Les Olsen
David Bjornson
Linda Millo & Pastor Butler

Congregational Mission Statement: To Proclaim The Gospel Through Word and Deed
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Jeaneen Brogan
Farewell Pastor Butler
We would like to thank Pastor Butler for all of her leadership in worship, visitation, leading services, etc.
We will miss you but we will see you around town . May God’s blessing be with you as you continue to do
ministry in every day life.

Thank you Kevin & Kendra Kennedy
We would like to thank Kevin and Kendra Kennedy for leading the Live Stream team for the past year and a
half. They have purchased equipment and then spent hours installing the equipment so it would work on
Sunday. Thank you again for all of the help and time spent at our church.

Job Openings
We have three job openings in our church. Live Stream Manager, the Pre-Service Live Stream Manager, and
a Nursery Attendant if you are interested stop by the church office and get an application.

SOUND SYSTEM PEOPLE NEEDED! -Training Provided
We are looking for people to join the Sound System Team – currently consisting of Brian Hanrahan,
Kenny Holzemer and Pat Carrie Smith. With only have a few people on the team, the addition of one or two
more would make a huge difference! Thank you, all!
Basic duties include being a trained member of the sound system team, working with Laurie Julius-Carver for
scheduling, trainings, equipment replacements and communicating with the team.
If you feel this could be a place for you to shine, please let the church office or Laurie know.
*Secret Fact: you get to sit up in the choir loft, one of the best seats in the church!

SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED
The Synod Assembly will be held Saturday June 4 from 9 am - 4 pm.
The theme is “Abounding Hope”. Please let Pastor Scott or the office know if you are interested in being
an ALC representative. Your registration fee will be paid by the church.
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OUTREACH - REACH OUT
Caring and Sharing

SEMINAR
Monday, February 14th, 1:00 - 2:00pm.
We will conclude Seminar I “Greeting Visitors” by reviewing the Visitor Guide tools; of Welcome
Folders, Pew Cards, Badges, etc. Seminar II “Sharing Your Faith” we will learn to plant seeds for
the Holy Spirit. There is an intriguing worksheet included with this seminar. Everyone is welcome at this
seminar which will be on Monday, Feb. 14th from 1:00 - 2:00pm.

And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive. Matthew 21: 22
WELCOME DESK IS ACTIVE!
Dave White, Ida Ford, and others signed up and greeted visitors. Just arrive 15 minutes before the service
and/or be at the welcome desk for 15 minutes or so, after church services. Let’s all try to greet visitors at
least once before Easter. The sign up sheet is at the welcome desk.

SOCIAL MEDIA HELPER WANTED
We need occasional help in using social media for the work of the church. Call Peggy at 360-299-1184

PRAYER GROUP

PRAYER CHAIN

NEW TIME: 1:00 to 2:00pm
Every Tuesday

LINK UP
No meetings, no reports, no zoom.
Your ALC family needs someone like you to keep
our Prayer Chain strong. Are You willing to pray for
your ALC brothers and sisters when they have a
need of prayer? If so please call Peggy for more
information. 360-299-1184

Come in person to the Prayer Chapel or call
1-518-351-9735. Come experience the quiet,
peaceful, serenity of connecting with others
in prayer.

HOW TO SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUESTS
When you would like the power of prayer for healing, strength, courage, decision making, career and job
help, family unity, forgiveness, or any reason. We pray in full agreement with you for all the moments of joy,
celebration, enlightenment, and thanksgiving for answered prayers. Please call the church office or Peggy
White at 360-299-1184
We do appreciate prayer updates. As always, Pastor Scott Peterson is available to pray with you or for you.
Please let us know if you are ill, hospitalized, or needing prayer.
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GET-TOGETHER - Cherries
SEWING NEWS - All are Welcome!

Comfort

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11 at 10:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall

SEWING DAYS
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 15 & 22
In the Fellowship Hall

The theme is:

February Facts

We start at 9:00 am
and continue till 2:00 pm
We take a break for lunch at 12 noon.
So, Bring a sack lunch & stay for the fellowship.

Everyone is welcome!
Save in Christ,
Julia Rogers
Please call, text, or email to sign up before
Wednesday, February 9.
* Don’t forget to bring your drink.

LWR KNITTING NEWS

Have a great month, stay safe, and be happy.
We look forward to seeing you soon.

MEETING DATE: Taking Fall/Winter Break

Paul & Julie Dusenbury

Happy Valentines Day
Thank you for all of your love for the LWR children
and families.
As we continue to knit at home, please call me with
your finished sweater/hat counts and/or if you
would like more yarn,

WELCA Board Meeting
Thursday, February 3 at 10:30
in Conference room 1

Our current Spring 2022 total is:
Sweater/hat sets – 62
Sweaters – 0
Hats – 0
Our church ships about 100-150 baby layette sets
every 6 months to Lutheran World Relief.
One sweater/hat set goes into each layette set.
We use a fun one piece sweater pattern. Beginners
are welcome and teaching is available.

WELCA General Meeting
Tuesday, February 22 at 10:00

~Linda Anderson 360 588-1730

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter

5

February 2022

SUNDAY SCHOOL - K-5th grades
Meet at 10:00 am in sanctuary

CONFIRMATION - Grades 6th - 8th
Sundays at 9:00 am in conference room #2

Join us in Worship for the first 15 minutes in church
and then be dismissed to Sunday school after the
children’s sermon.

Don’t forget to bring your bible with you.
After class join the congregation for worship at 10 am.

Led by Don Devine & Paul Dusenbury

ACOLYTES for SUNDAYS
Now that you have been to acolyte training with
Pastor Scott on January 23, you can sign up to acolyte.
Sign up on the clipboard at the Welcome desk.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

BSA SCOUT TROOPS 4084

EVERY THURSDAY at 7:00 am
In conference room #1

•

Led by Boyd Veer

Leader: Robert Eggleston
509-230-9648 / manu_tara@hotmail.com

•

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY CIRCLES

Ruth Circle at 10:00 am

•

In conference room #1

•

Hannah Circle at 10:00 am

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 41804
(Brownies - 2nd grade)
1st & 3rd Tuesdays on 6:30 pm

Anna Circle at 6:30 pm
In conference room #1

Meet in Youth room
Leader: Cherie Goyer

Led by: Nancy Loftis
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CUB PACK - ages 5-10 or K-5th grade
1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
In the Sunday School rooms
Leader: Kyle Ellertson
907-888-1638 / kellertson84@yahoo.com

In conference room #2
Led by: Rexanne Graham
Will continue with the 6 week study of the
book of Roman's using Max Lucado's video
& study guide.
•

GIRL TROOP - ages 11-17
Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Leader: Rebecca Eggleston
360-588-8328 /scoutmaster4084g@gmail.com

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
•

BOY TROOP - ages 11-17
Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
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Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:00 am
Or Watch the livestream service from your home by going to our website at
https://www.anacorteslutheran.org & click tab “Online Ministry“

This is what you can expect when coming to Worship in person.
•
•
•
•

Enter through either the main church doors or by way of the handicap ramp.
Signing in with phone numbers are no longer required except for first time visitors.
Masks are required of everyone while inside of the church.
Communion is given with a prefilled all-in-one juice & wafer communion cup.

After Worship please join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship hall .
During coffee hour please remember to wear your mask when not eating and drinking, Thank you!

FEBRUARY - Worship Readings, Readers & Acolytes
February 6
Annual Meeting
5 Epiphany

February 13
Scout Sunday
6 Epiphany
February 20
7 Epiphany

February 27
Transfiguration of
Our Lord

Readings:
Psalm:
Gospel:

Readings:
Psalm:
Gospel:
Readings:
Psalm:
Gospel:
Readings:

Psalm:
Gospel:

Isaiah 6:1-13
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Psalm 138
Luke 5:1-11

Reader:
Anita Holzemer

Acolytes:
CJ & Carter Eggleston

Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Psalm 1
Luke 6:17-26

Reader:
Scout Troops
4084 B & G and
Cub Pack 4084

Acolytes:
Scouts & Cubs 4084

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Luke 6:27-38

Reader:
Grace Boggio

Acolytes:
Hunter & Violet Harrington

Exodus 34:29-35
2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2
Psalm 99
Luke 9:28-43

Readers:

Ushers:

Ushers:
Scouts & Cubs 4084

Ushers:
Acolytes:

Ushers:

Your talent is Gods gift to you.

What you do with it is your gift back.
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FEBRUARY- Wedding Anniversaries!

FEBRUARY - Birthday Blessings to You!
1

Laura Sullivan

17 Garrett Kennedy

3

John & Denise Lowrie

2

Jeaneen Brogan

18 Ian Anderson

6

Paul & Lane Phelan

2

Janice Sullivan

18 Paul Dusenbury

8

Steve & Linda Anderson

3

Howard Partch

18 Sabrina Poor

8

Daniel & Jennifer Elling

4

Justin Lust

19 Tom Paul

18

Ed & Marcia Berg

5

Bev Landgraf

19 Julia Soes

21

Bill LeDuc & Dorothy Engom

7

Wendy Atterberry

20 Owen Pierce

22

Rob & Alice Harstad

7

Mason Bakke

21 Virginia Dusenbury

7

Julia Rogers

24 Sean Campbell

8

Brianna Trafton

25 Carin Fors

8

Hillary Young

25 Christy Giddings

9

Hope Anderson

25 Patricia Rasar

9

Enid Oates

26 Andrea Long

10 Ian Piacentino

26 Sadie Lust

10 Jenny Remmerden

26 Glenn Sullivan

11 Carol Olsen

27 Vance Frerichs

13 Corey Nibarger

27 Ann Knutsen

14 Dennis Giddings

27 Phil Latendresse

15 Chris Anderson

27 MaryBeth Pollard

16 Steve Fosso

28 Hayden Long

16 Erin Roux

28 Sydney Long

JANUARY - Worship Services
Date

2
9
16
23
30

Events
2ND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
EPIPHANY

In Person Live Stream

40
62
68
79

61
51
24
25

Not available at time of printing

SYMPATHIES
Our heartfelt prayers for comfort and healing
in this time of grief to the family and friends of:

Don Allen Bird
June 27, 1930 - January 9, 2022

Charles Jack McElhaney
Son of Vera Jones
Died January 16, 2022

Ernest G. Teutscher
Brother of Lois Cassidy
Died January 21, 2022

Bryan Christensen
Step-son of Jeanette Christensen
Died January 21, 2022
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ALC COUNCIL MINUTES - JANUARY 20, 2022
Attendees: Bill LeDuc, Dave Bjornsen, Lane Phelan, Les Olsen, Anita Holzemer, Pr Scott, Jeaneen Brogan,
John Parker, Peggy White, Kendra Kennedy, Lois Cassidy (guest), Jeanette Christensen
The meeting was held via Zoom due to Covid concerns. It was called to order at 6:35 PM by Bill LeDuc
followed by an opening prayer. December minutes were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Final year-end report is being prepared for the 2021 annual report. After meeting
with the financial secretary we learned 70 giving units are missing. We hope to regain them as Covid fades
away and attendance increases. We took in $1200 in donations for the Christmas dinner which more than
covered costs. Benevolences for the year have been paid.
Pastor’s Report: Good to be back. Christmas services went well. I hope to continue lunches and dinners
with members to get to know people as Covid restrictions allow. I’m working with Pastor Deborah getting
to know the homebound visitation schedule.
Old Business:
1. South Wall Repair Phase 1: The contractor wants to wait for dryer weather.
2. A discussion of the 2022 Budget will be held at the annual meeting. Copies are currently available at the
back of the church. Lane will email a copy to council members.
3. Nominating Committee update: Names are forthcoming. We are still missing people to serve in Youth,
Pres-Elect, and Fellowship Committee chair slots. Please contact the nominating committee if you are
interested.
New Business
1. COVID restriction changes: It was decided to continue going with current restrictions (wearing masks,
no singing, and no coffee hour) until at least the end of January. We will revisit this at the Executive board
meeting on Feb 3.
2. Annual meeting outline and agenda was discussed and set. We need to recruit people to attend the synod
assembly scheduled for Saturday, June 4th. Lane will contact Rachel to put an announcement in the
newsletter.
3. The 2022 Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, Feb 6 following service. Spread the word. We will need a
quorum of 50 people.
4. Installation of new council will be held at a date TBD following the annual meeting.
5. It was recommended that we hold a Council retreat this year once new members have been installed.
Details TBD.

Committee Reports:
Worship: Nothing new to add. Rexanne Graham will be joining committee.
Properties: In January we undecorated the church. Thank you to all who helped shoveled and de-iced
during our bout with winter. New thermostats have been installed in the upstairs SS area and conference
room 1. There is a working heater upstairs for counters. Dishwasher maintenance was done. Les found a
new vendor for dishwasher chemicals, parts, and service. Cemetery easement at Lake Erie update: Turns out
we may not even own it. Les has details in a 3-ring binder for posterity’s sake, but for now it is definitely on
the back burner. Talked to NWTel about our phones and got a quote on an upgrade. This will be tabled
continued on page 9
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Council minutes cont.….

until we have a new property chair. We are still waiting on a bid from NW Fire Inspection Services for our
alarm system. The downspout project is waiting for dryer weather.
WELCA: Installation of officers. The brunch was held. Sewing has resumed. Circles are meeting.
Personnel: Thank you received from Pr Deborah. She’s still doing some visitation, but she’s ready to retire.
Kendra resigned at end of January from livestream. We are still looking for a nursery attendant.
Outreach: Seminars are continuing. The “Opportunities Counter” ” is currently under construction. The visitor Welcome Folders will be ready by Sunday.

Education: The Christmas program went well and kids are looking forward to next year. Individual mikes
would have made it better. We are looking into better sound options for next year. The Christmas store
went well. Thrivent grants were donated as well as donations from preschool and individuals. Over 40 hrs.
of volunteer time helped make the Christmas store a success. Sunday School is continuing with the Books
of the Bible curriculum. There is talk of a family Sunday to give teachers a day off and allowing families to
worship together. Acolyte training is coming up. Possible pool party in March, depending on COVID
restrictions.
Stewardship: In a good spot. We took in more than we spent, and we are being good stewards of available
funds. L&I rates went down which is good for us and our budget. Going forward we will need to look at
hiring people for social media/livestream projects. I am more concerned about gifts of time these days.
Where are our volunteers? Stewardship is more than just money, it’s also time and talent.
Preschool: Covid discussion. If schools go remote, the preschool will close. What do we do with our
teachers – do we pay them? Covid tests are expensive for daily testing requirements. Exec Board will discuss
as conditions arise.
Next meeting will be via Zoom on Thursday, February 10th at 6:30 PM
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
Anita Holzemer, Council Secretary
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FROM THE BISHOP–The Spirit February 2022
I don’t usually write about personal things for this monthly column, but I have a birthday this month (it is not
a significant birthday – it doesn’t end in a zero or a five) but a birthday is a birthday. And a birthday is always
a blessing – it is a marker that we are still given time on earth to be with loved ones, work to make this
world more livable and loveable for others, learn and grow, listen and speak, play and dance in God’s Spirit
of love.
I remember a significant birthday ten years ago that I celebrated. It was very low-key birthday. My parents
and my family were there. We had some sort of food that I don’t remember and a cake that was probably
chocolate. That was it. But I was so thankful to be celebrating it. You see, in the summer of 2011 I was
diagnosed with an aggressive form of breast cancer. I underwent chemotherapy, a bilateral mastectomy,
and radiation. In February of 2012 I had finished chemo and surgery and was just beginning radiation. (I am
perfectly healthy now.)
This is what I wrote on my blog on www.mylifeline.org exactly ten years ago:
The other day I was complaining to some friends that it is hard for me to get motivated. I said, "I am not a
depressed person but it is so hard to do things right now." My friend Laura said to me, "Maybe it's because
you are battling cancer and have had months of toxic drugs, major surgery, forced work leave, a little too
much mortality staring you in the face and no hair or eyelashes. Personally I think that's enough reason to
feel what you are feeling." …
Today I re-read what my friend Laura said and her words hold true for me and for so many of us right now.
For many it is hard to be motivated and do things right now. We have had months – years! – of a pandemic,
political divide, anxiety, forced separation, and, for some, physical and emotional difficulties as well. It makes
sense that we are weary. And we can give ourselves and others compassion during this time.
And … at the same time … we also know that this is not the end.
We place our trust in God that this is only a season in our lives and in our world. A season that eventually
we will look back on, be amazed how we survived and thrived, and be thankful for the place we are called
to next.
Here is how I ended my reflection from ten years ago:
As I close this blog post, I am reminded of the passing of seasons and the amazing presence of God. When I
began treatment, summer was in full bloom. We have gone through the falling of leaves, the dormancy of
winter, and are now on the cusp of spring. This is where I feel my body is, too. I am ready to live a new life
of health and wholeness, hope and gratitude. Psalm 30:11-12 says it so well: You have turned my mourning
into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, so that my soul may praise you and
not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for ever.
May we rest and may we breathe.
May we live and move and dance in the Spirit.
May we trust that through all things God is present with us – above us, beneath us, before us, and behind us.
May this year bring us resiliency and hope.
May we – together – be filled with Christ’s love and compassion for one another and for ourselves.
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee bishop@lutheransnw.org

Anacortes Lutheran Newsletter

11

February 2022

